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SELECTIONS  FROM 


The 


J.  PIERPONT  MORGAN 
COLLECTION 

GREEK  and  ROMAN  COINS 


TO  BE  SOLD  AT  UNRESTRICTED 


PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE 
SEPTEMBER  14,  1983 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  SEPTEMBER  14,  1983 
7:00  P.M.  SHARP 
LOTS  1 - 101 


Exhibition 

Lots  will  be  on  exhibition 
EACH  DAY  SEPTEMBER  1,  2, 
and  6,  7,  1983  and  from  SEP- 
TEMBER 9,  1983  thru  DAY  OF 
SALE,  from  10:30  a.m.  till  4:30 
p.m.,  Monday  thru  Friday,  at 
123  West  57th  Street,  N.Y.  or 
BY  SPECIAL  APPOINT- 
MENT. Positively  no  lots  will  be 
shown  at  the  New  York  Shera- 
ton Hotel. 


Public  Auction  Sale 

To  Be  Held  In  The 
Manhattan  Skyline  Suites 
Of  The 

NEW  YORK  SHERATON 
Seventh  Avenue  at  56th  Street 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10019 
Telephone  (212)  582-2580 
Cable  Address  "STACKOIN”  New  York 
TELEX  666125  (W.U.) 

Licensed  Auctioneers:  Benjamin  Stack,  Harvey  Stack 


ORDER  OF  SALE 

SELECTIONS  FROM 

The  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  Collection 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  SEPTEMBER  14,  1983 
7:00  P.M.  SHARP 
LOTS  1 - 101 

GREEK  GOLD  AND  ELECTRUM  COINS 

Lot  Nos. 

MAGNA  GRAECIA  — Tarentum 1,  2 

SICILY  — Akragas,  Gela,  Syracuse 3-7 

A Lovely  Diobol  of  Akragas  and  IV3  Litrai  of  Gela 3,  4 

MAINLAND  GREECE  — Macedon 8,  9 

A rare  Half  Stater  of  Alexander  the  Great 9 

ASIA  AND  AFRICA  — Phokaia,  Kyzikos,  Egypt,  Kyrene,  Carthage 10-17 

A Pentadrachm  of  Ptolemy  II,  an  Octodrachm  of  Ptolemy  III 12,  13 

GREEK  SILVER  COINS 

MAGNA  GRAECIA  — Neapolis,  Tarentum,  Metapontum,  Thurium, 

Velia,  Rheyion 18-24 

A Choice  Tetradrachm  of  Rhegion 24 

SICILY  — Akragas,  Messana,  Syracuse 25-28 

Splendid  Tetradrachms  of  Akragas  and  Messana 25,  26 

MAINLAND  GREECE  — Macedon 29 

ASIA  and  AFRICA  — Syria,  Egypt,  Carthaginian  Sicily 30-32 

ROMAN  GOLD  COINS 

ROMAN  REPUBLIC 

EARLY  REPUBLICAN  COINS 33,34 

THE  CIVIL  WAR  GENERALS  — Julius  Caesar,  lirutus,  Mark  Antony 35-37 

ROMAN  EMPIRE 

JULIO-CLAUDIANS  — Augustus,  Tiberius,  Nero  Claudius  Drusus, 

Antonia,  Caligula,  Claudius,  Nero 38-56 

The  Rare  "Praetorianus  Receptus”  reverse  of  Claudius 48 

Rare  Aurei  of  Claudius  and  Agrippina,  Nero  and  Agrippina 50,  52 

THE  CIVIL  WAR  of  69  A.D.  — Calba,  Vitellius 57,  58 

THE  FLAVIANS  — Vespasian,  Tilus,  Domilian 59-69 

The  Very  Rare  "Judaea  Capta”  Aureus 60 

THE  ADOPTIVE  EMPERORS  — Nerva,  Trajan,  Hadrian,  Sabina 70-76 

THE  ANTONINES  — Anloninus  Pius,  Eaustina  Senior,  Marcus  Aurelius, 

Eauslina  Junior,  Lucius  Verus,  Lucilla,  Commodus 77-88 

THE  CIVIL  WARS  OF  193  A.D.  — Pertinax 89 

THE  SEVERAN  DYNASTY  — Scptimius  Secerns,  ( aracalla 90,  91 

THE  LATER  3rd,  4th  and  5th  CENTURIES  - Gordian  III, 

llerennia  Etruscilla,  Diocletian,  Maximianus,  Constantine  I,  Constantins  II, 
Magnenlius,  Julian  II,  Valens,  Severus  III 92-101 


THE  J.  PIERPONT  MORGAN  COLLECTION 


John  Pierpont  Morgan  (1837- 
1913),  the  famous  American  financier 
and  banker,  was  also  an  enthusiastic 
collector  in  the  grand  style.  His  inter- 
ests in  this  area  were  keen  and  amaz- 
ingly diverse.  They  included  Medieval 
and  Renaissance  manuscripts,  old 
master  drawings,  early  books  and 
bindings  including  an  extremely  rare 
Gutenberg  Bible  on  vellum,  auto- 
graph manuscripts  of  English  and 
American  authors,  ancient  seals,  cu- 
neiform tablets  and  papyri,  paintings 
of  the  most  famous  Italian,  Dutch  and 
English  masters,  fine  miniatures  in- 
cluding Sir  Thomas  More  by  Holbein, 
the  Knole  Tapestries,  Chinese  and 
Dresden  porcelains.  Ancient  art  and 
artifacts,  English  and  French  silver 
and,  last  but  not  least,  coins.  At  the 
time  of  Mr.  Morgan’s  death,  such  an 
inordinately  high  percentage  of  his  es- 
tate was  tied  up  in  art  that  the  sale  of 
a number  of  objects  became  necessary 
to  pay  the  required  death  duties. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  a collector  by  in- 
stinct. His  early  interest  was  presi- 
dential autographs.  While  a student  in  Europe  and  shortly  thereafter  on  his 
Grand  Tour,  he  was  fascinated  with  small  objets  d’art.  His  principal  collecting, 
however,  did  not  begin  until  1890,  the  year  of  his  father’s  death.  As  Francis 
Henry  Taylor  observed  in  his  monograph,  Pierpont  Morgan  as  Collector  and 
Patron:  "[Mr.  Morgan’s]  reluctance  to  start  the  art  collecting  which  had  been  in 
his  mind  since  his  university  days  at  Gottingen  was  not  so  much  because  of  the 
comparatively  limited  resources  at  his  command — for  he  was  already  a wealthy 
man — but  rather  out  of  a deep  sense  of  primogeniture  and  filial  respect.  If  any 
Morgan  was  going  to  collect  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  father  to  do  so,  not  the 
son.” 

After  his  father’s  death,  Pierpont  Morgan  began  collecting  in  earnest,  apply- 
ing to  the  process  the  same  principles  by  which  he  became  the  greatest  financier 
of  the  age.  Mr.  Morgan  had  not  only  a taste  for  acquisition  but  also  a desire  to 
remedy,  from  his  own  personal  resources,  what  he  saw  to  be  a serious  deficiency 
in  American  cultural  life,  namely  the  paucity  of  first-class  art  collections  avail- 
able to  the  American  public  that  would  show  the  development  of  our  Western 
Civilization.  In  his  will  he  wrote:  "It  has  been  my  desire  and  intention  to  make 
some  suitable  disposition  of  [my  collections]  . . . which  would  render  them  perma- 
nently available  for  the  instruction  and  pleasure  of  the  American  people.”  With 
this  educational  aim  in  mind,  Mr.  Morgan  launched  into  wide-ranging  and  inten- 
sive collecting  activity.  His  method,  apparent  in  his  numismatic  purchases,  re- 
flects the  way  in  which  he  approached  all  his  collecting.  He  valued  most  highly 
personal  integrity  and  in  each  field  of  interest  chose  a dealer  or  dealers  he  trusted 
to  act  as  his  agent.  The  appropriate  agent  was  then  commissioned  to  purchase 
heavily  from  a particular  major  auction,  with  the  acquisitions  serving  as  the  basis 


for  Mr.  Morgan’s  new  collection  in  that  field.  The  Strozzi  Sale  in  Rome  in  1907 
was  just  such  an  auction  for  Ancient  coins  and  Arthur  Sambon  of  Paris  was  the 
agent.  The  result  was  the  acquisition  of  a splendid  core  of  material  for  the  Mor- 
gan Numismatic  Collection. 

The  Strozzi  Sale  was  not  Mr.  Morgan’s  first  introduction  to  coins.  He  had 
already  made  a few  very  limited  purchases.  From  the  Sotheby  Sale  of  the  Dun- 
bury  Collection  in  June  of  1896  H.  Osborne  O’Hagan  had  purchased  for  Mr.  Mor- 
gan a signed  Syracusan  Tetradrachm  of  Eumenes.  The  next  documented  purchase 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  until  May  of  1905,  when  Spink’s  bought  on  his  behalf 
an  archaic  Caulonia  Stater  from  Sotheby’s  Warren  Sale.  Two  years  later,  in  the 
marathon  Strozzi  Auction  conducted  by  Sangiorgi  in  Rome  from  April  15  to  April 
22,  1907,  the  main  body  of  the  Morgan  Collection  was  acquired  through  the  agen- 
cy of  Arthur  Sambon. 

The  choice  of  sales  was  fortuitous,  since  the  collector,  the  Marquis  Carlo 
Strozzi,  had  a fine  appreciation  of  antiquity,  shaped  by  his  family  and  personal 
background,  the  means  to  buy  choice  Ancient  coins,  and  a splendid  opportunity  to 
do  just  that.  Strozzi  was  the  scion  of  an  ancient  and  noble  Florentine  family 
which  had  already  become  famous  as  early  as  the  14th  Century.  Palla  Strozzi 
(1372-1462)  founded  the  first  public  library  in  Florence  in  the  monastery  of  Santa 
Trinita.  Filippo  Strozzi  II  Vecchio  (1426-1491)  began  the  construction  of  the 
Strozzi  Palace  in  Florence,  a magnificent  residence  which  remained  in  the  family 
until  1907  when  it  was  bequeathed  by  will  to  the  Italian  nation.  The  coin  collec- 
tion was  begun  by  Carlo  Strozzi  in  approximately  1850.  As  Commissioner  of  An- 
tiquities for  Tuscany  he  was  in  an  enviable  position  to  add  choice  specimens  to  his 
collection  from  hoards  found  in  central  Italy  during  his  incumbency.  Strozzi  exer- 
cised his  special  opportunity  with  a fine  taste  for  type  and  style,  as  is  well  demon- 
strated by  such  coins  in  this  Sale  as  the  Gela  IV3  Litrai,  the  Alexander  Half 
Stater,  the  Silver  of  Neapolis,  Tarentum,  Metapontum  and  Rhegion,  and  the  love- 
ly and  extensive  series  of  Roman  Imperial  Gold. 

The  Strozzi  coins  served  as  the  principal  framework  of  the  Morgan  Collection 
and  the  years  from  1907  to  1910  saw  the  filling  out  of  this  structure.  Important 
new  acquisitions  were  made  from  the  major  European  sales  conducted  during  the 
period.  The  collections  of  Nervegna  and  Martinetti,  O’Hagan,  Consul  Weber,  Ben- 
son, Philipsen  and  Hartwig  all  contributed  coins  to  the  Morgan  numismatic  hold- 
ings. His  principal  agents  during  this  period  appear  to  have  been  Dr.  Hirsch  of 
Munich  and,  especially  in  the  later  years,  the  Paris  firm  of  C.&E.  Canessa.  The 
Collection  was  also  augmented  by  several  private  purchases.  Most  significant 
among  these  was  also  from  Canessa  who  sold  to  Mr.  Morgan  in  1911  six  of  the 
famous  Gold  Abukir  medallions  for  a reported  £6,000.  He  subsequently  bought  two 
additional  medallions  from  an  unrecorded  source. 

The  Morgan  coins  were  housed  in  the  magnificent  Library  on  36th  Street 
until  1917  when  they  were  transferred  to  The  American  Numismatic  Society,  at 
its  request,  as  a long  term  loan.  They  remained  there  until  1949,  available  for 
examination  by  scholars  and  enthusiasts  alike.  As  the  result  of  a decision  by  the 
Trustees  of  The  Pierpont  Morgan  Library,  the  Collection  was  sold  to  Wayte  Ray- 
mond who,  in  1953,  published  a catalogue  of  the  coins.  It  is  from  the  Raymond 
Catalogue  that  the  101  coins  appearing  in  this  Auction  Sale  were  purchased  by  a 
member  of  the  family  of  the  current  owner.  Each  of  the  coins  appearing  in  the 
pages  below  has  been  given  a JPM  number,  which  corresponds  to  its  number  in 
the  Wayte  Raymond  Catalogue. 

The  Morgan  Ancient  Coin  Collection,  while  of  choice  quality,  was  never  vast. 
Wayte  Raymond  listed  195  pieces  of  Greek  Gold  and  Silver,  8 Gold  Abukir  Medal- 
lions, 20  Aes  Signatum  and  Aes  Grave,  183  Roman  Gold  coins,  2 Roman  Gold 


medallions,  a Roman  Gold  bar,  and  24  Silver  and  30  Bronze  Roman  coins  and 
medallions.  While  there  is  evidence  that  the  Morgan  Collection  originally  con- 
tained additional  Ancient  coins  to  those  described  by  Wayte  Raymond,  available 
invoices  show  relatively  few  unlisted  coins.  It  seems  reasonable  to  estimate  that 
the  Morgan  Collection  of  Ancient  coins  was  never  more  than  about  500  or  600 
pieces.  The  Collection,  therefore,  was  not  particularly  large,  nor  was  it  meant  to 
be.  Its  purpose  was  to  represent  the  coinage  of  the  Ancient  World  and  illustrate 
the  importance  of  that  Ancient  World  in  the  development  of  Western  Civilization. 
This  it  accomplished,  reflecting  very  well  Mr.  Morgan’s  own  historical  interest.  As 
The  Burlington  Magazine  observed  in  an  editorial  after  his  death:  "His  feeling 
for  works  of  art  was  the  outcome  rather  of  a romantic  and  historical  feeling  for 
the  splendor  of  past  ages  than  a strictly  aesthetic  one.  What  he  recognized  in  an 
object  was  primarily  its  importance,  the  part  it  had  played  in  the  evolution  of 
civilization.”  Given  this  sense  of  the  past,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Morgan 
holdings  of  Imperial  Aurei  included  such  historically  important  pieces  as  the 
Caligula  and  Divus  Augustus,  the  "Praetorianus  Receptus”  of  Claudius,  the  Clau- 
dius and  Agrippina,  the  Nero  and  Agrippina,  the  "Judaea  Capta”  of  Vespasian, 
and  the  Julian  II,  all  of  which  appear  in  the  pages  following. 

Mr.  Morgan’s  interest  may  not  have  been  primarily  aesthetic.  Nevertheless, 
the  coins  he  purchased  were  characterized,  virtually  without  exception,  by  high 
quality  and  fine  style.  His  Collection  also  included  some  very  rare  items,  for 
example  an  Etruscan  Double  Stater  and  Bronze  50  Litrai,  a Katane  Tetradrachm 
signed  by  Herakleidas,  5 Syracusan  Dekadrachms  (4  of  them  signed),  a Deka- 
drachm  of  Athens,  8 of  the  20  Abukir  Medallions  that  were  brought  to  light  in 
1902,  and  a wonderful  series  of  Roman  Imperial  Aurei  including  all  of  the  twelve 
Caesars  except  Otho,  and  such  rare  later  figures  as  Pertinax,  Diadumenian,  Her- 
ennia  Etruscilla,  Galla  Placidia  and  Johannes. 

The  selection  of  Morgan  coins  offered  for  sale  in  these  pages  is  indeed  repre- 
sentative of  the  Collection  from  which  they  came.  The  special  emphasis  on  Magna 
Graecia  and  Sicily  and  on  Roman  Imperial  Aurei  of  the  first  two  centuries  can  be 
found  also  in  the  pages  of  the  Wayte  Raymond  Catalogue.  The  quality  is  also 
consistent  with  the  larger  group.  The  Silver  coins,  all  with  an  even,  natural  grey 
tone  ranging  from  medium  to  dark,  are  uniformly  pleasing  in  style  and  of  excel- 
lent quality.  The  Gold,  much  of  it  from  the  Strozzi  Collection,  is  unusually  choice 
and,  virtually  without  exception,  free  of  the  polishing  and  traces  of  jewelry 
mounting  that  so  commonly  afflict  Ancient  Gold  on  the  market  today.  The  occa- 
sional spade  cuts  and  scrapes  on  a few  pieces  described  in  the  Catalogue  below 
are  the  result  of  their  excavation  in  the  mid  to  late  19th  Century.  These  coins 
generally  show  very  little  wear,  having  been  hoarded  in  Ancient  times  and,  soon 
after  their  discovery  in  the  19th  Century,  passing  into  the  Strozzi  and  then  the 
Morgan  collections.  Together,  the  Greek  Gold  and  Silver  and  Roman  Gold  coins 
listed  below  nicely  reflect  the  Collection  of  which  they  were  a substantial  part.  It 
is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  we  offer  the  following  101  coins,  desirable  in 
their  own  right  and  illustrative  of  the  fine  taste  and  interest  in  history  of  their 
former  owner,  J.  Pierpont  Morgan. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  to  D.W.  Wright,  Registrar  and 
Archivist  of  The  Pierpont  Morgan  Library,  as  well  as  to  the  staffs  of  that  institu- 
tion and  The  American  Numismatic  Society  for  their  valuable  and  courteous  as- 
sistance with  the  research  incorporated  into  this  Catalogue. 

JAN  ERIC  BLAMBERG,  Ph.D. 

Chief  Cataloguer 

Ancient  Coin  Department 
STACK’S 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  This  is  a public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded  auctioneers. 

2.  A 10%  BUYER’S  CHARGE  will  be  added  to  the  "hammer  price”  of  each  lot  as 
determined  by  the  auctioneer.  This  10%  BUYER’S  FEE  will  be  added  to  the  invoice  of 
each  successful  bidder  regardless  of  a bidder’s  affiliation  with  any  group  or  organization. 
Bidders  must  pay  all  Postage,  Express,  and  Insurance  charges. 

3.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  in  bidding.  Please  make  certain  you  bid  on  the 
correct  lot.  When  bidding  for  items  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  whether  bidding  in  person,  by 
mail,  or  by  agent,  agrees  to  abide  by  all  the  terms  of  sale. 

4.  MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY.  These  bids  will  be  treated  as  your  maximum  bid  for 
each  lot.  In  general,  we  start  the  bidding  on  each  lot  at  a small  advance  over  the  next 
highest  bid,  thereby  attempting  to  purchase  the  lot  as  reasonably  as  possible  for  you.  On 
all  successful  bids,  a bidder  agrees  to  pay  a 10%  BUYER’S  FEE  in  addition  to  the 
sum  actually  bid  (hammer  price).  When  identical  mail  bids  are  received  by  the  auction- 
eer, preference  is  given  to  the  first  bid  received.  A mail  bid  will  take  precedence  over  an 
identical  floor  bid,  and  a floor  bidder  must  bid  higher  than  the  highest  mail  bid  to  be 
awarded  any  lot.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  ridiculously  low  bids  which 
he,  in  his  sole  discretion,  feels  are  not  made  in  good  faith.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the 
right  to  open  the  lot  at  a reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  he,  in  his  sole 
discretion,  shall  determine,  and  to  withdraw  any  lot  at  any  time. 

5.  Coins,  Medals,  etc.,  are  sold  so  much  per  LOT,  unless  otherwise  stated.  No  lots  will  be 
broken  up.  Estimates  given  are  for  the  general  guidance  of  the  bidder.  The  lots  can  sell 
above  or  below  the  estimates. 

6.  All  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  guaranteed  to  be  genuine  and  correctly  attributed. 
Claims  to  the  contrary  must  be  made  within  seven  (7)  days  after  receipt  of  the  material. 
No  lot  may  be  returned  without  a prior  written  consent  for  any  reason  whatsoever  or 
without  its  original  container.  Grading  is  a subjective  description  in  the  opinion  of  the 
cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a particular  coin  or  lot.  The  term  "proof’  or 
"specimen”  is  used  to  describe  a method  of  manufacture,  and  not  a grade  or  condition. 
Such  terms  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the 
description  and  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made 
with  respect  to  such  adjectival  descriptions,  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts. 

7.  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  In  the  event  of  non-payment  by  the  buyer,  STACK’S 
expressly  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  to  deliver  the  lots  and  in  addition  STACK’S  reserves 
any  and  all  rights  that  it  would  be  entitled  to  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code.  Floor 
bidders  are  encouraged  to  carefully  examine  all  lots  on  which  they  are  interested  in 
bidding  since  NO  LOTS  PURCHASED  BY  FLOOR  BUYERS  MAY  BE  RETURNED,  in- 
cluding those  lots  where  the  floor  buyer  is  acting  as  agent  for  another,  or  those  lots  sold  to 
mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots. 

8.  The  highest  bidder  shall  be  the  buyer,  and  if  any  dispute  arises  between  two  or  more 
bidders,  the  lot  in  question  shall  be  immediately  put  up  and  sold  again.  No  lots  will  be  put 
up  out  of  their  numerical  order. 

9.  Unknown  bidders  must  establish  credit  references  or  submit  a deposit  of  25%  of  their  bids. 
By  bidding  in  this  sale,  even  if  for  a corporation  or  another  individual,  a bidder  personally 
guarantees  prompt  payment.  We  cannot  accept  bids  from  minors.  By  bidding  in  this  sale, 
the  bidder  acknowledges  that  the  purchase  is  not  a consumer  credit  transaction.  TITLE 
REMAINS  WITH  STACK’S  UNTIL  PAID  FOR  IN  FULL,  It  is  the  buyer’s  responsibil- 
ity and  obligation  to  have  the  lots  fully  insured  while  in  his  possession.  Risk  of  loss  is  on 
the  buyer. 

10.  Auction  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  and  must  be  paid  for  promptly  in  U.  S.  funds.  All 
bidders  personally  guarantee  prompt  payment.  Checks  are  acceptable  with  proper  identifi- 
cation. On  any  accounts  past  due,  STACK’S  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  impose 
periodic  charges  as  stated  on  the  invoice  or  statement. 

11.  All  lots  delivered  in  New  York  State  are  subject  to  applicable  Sales  Tax. 

12.  Except  for  any  claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of  non-payment  (which,  at  the  exclusive 
option  of  the  seller  or  auctioneer  may  be  referred  to  arbitration),  any  claim  or  controversy 
arising  out  of  this  sale  shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  then  in  effect.  By  bidding  in  this  sale  you 
agree  to  be  bound  by  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild.  In 
all  cases,  the  maximum  liability  of  STACK’S  for  any  item  sold  shall  be  limited  to  the 
official  price  of  record  of  the  item  at  this  sale. 
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reproduced  or  used  in  any  manner  whatsoever  without  the  written  permission  of  the  copyright  holder. 
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IMPORTAM  \()riCE 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  sale,  each  successful  bidder  also 
agrees  to  pay  a buyer's  charge  of  ten  percent  (1()9()  of  the  winning 
bid  recognized  by  the  auctioneer. 


GREEK  GOLD  AND  ELECTRUM  COINS 

MAGNA  GRAECIA 

CALABRIA 


A RARE  STATER  OF  TARENTUM 


1 TARENTUM.  281-272  B.C.  Rule  of  Pyrrhos,  King  of  Epirus. 

Stater.  Laureate  head  of  Zeus  1.,  NK  monogram  behind.  Rv. 
Eagle  standing  r.  on  thunderbolt,  wings  open;  4>I  above  1.,  two 
amphorae  each  surmounted  by  star  to  r.  8.601  grams.  Vlasto 
38,  JPM  8.  Nicely  centered.  Choice  Very  Fine.  Rare.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

The  Zeus  Naios  of  Dodona  and  his  eagle  were  types  native  to 
Epirus  which  were  introduced  by  Pyrrhos  when  he  came  to  Ta- 
rentum  to  assist  the  city  against  the  Romans.  A brilliant  tacti- 
cian, Pyrrhos  inflicted  several  defeats  on  the  Romans  and  their 
Carthaginian  allies,  but  failed  to  win  a lasting  victory.  He  with- 
drew to  Epirus  in  275  B.C.  and  removed  his  entire  garrison 
from  Tarentum  three  years  later.  Tarentum  was  left  to  seek 
terms  from  Rome  which,  in  this  instance,  were  lenient. 
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GREEK  GOLD  COINS— TARENTUM  AND  AKRAGAS 


A RARE  TARENTINE  QUARTER  STATER 


Lot  No.  2 


(Enlarged) 


(Enlarged) 


2 Quarter  Stater.  Laureate  head  of  Apollo  r.,  NK  monogram  to  1.  Rv.  Eagle 
standing  r.  on  thunderbolt  as  last;  two  amphorae  surmounted  by  stars 
to  r.,  (TAPANITINDN  to  1.,  <hl  above  to  r.  and  NIKAP  below.  2.114 
grams.  Vlasto  57,  JPM  9.  An  attractive  little  coin.  Very  Fine.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Neruegna  Collection  251 . 


SICILY 


A RARE  GOLD  DIOBOL 


(Enlarged)  ^ (Enlarged) 


3 AKRAGAS.  413-406  B.C.  Diobol.  Eagle  with  closed  wings,  stand- 
ing r.  on  rocks  and  attacking  serpent  held  in  talons;  AKPA 
above,  two  pellets  below.  Rv.  Crab;  ilAA/NO^  (retrograde)  be- 
low. 1.315  grams.  Grose  2040,  SNG  Fitzwilliam  916,  Hirsch 
XIV.  158,  JPM  10.  A few  hardly  noticeable  scratches  on  the 
reverse.  A lovely  and  rare  little  coin.  Extremely  Fine  and  most 
attractive.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Gold  Diobols,  equivalent  to  two  silver  Didrachms,  were  struck 
by  Akragas  as  emergency  coinage  during  the  period  413  to  406 
B.C.  to  pay  mercenaries  serving  in  her  war  against  Carthage. 
Akragas  unfortunately  lost  the  struggle  and  was  sacked  by  the 
Carthaginians  in  405.  The  eagle  and  crab  were  traditional  types 
for  the  Akragas  coinage.  After  420  B.C.,  however,  there  was  a 
change  in  the  depiction  of  the  eagle  from  a static,  standing  fig- 
ure to  one  attacking  sometimes  a serpent,  sometimes  a hare.  It 
does  not  seem  unreasonable  to  see  in  this  change  an  allusion  to 
the  struggle  against  Carthage  which  dominated  the  attention  of 
the  citizens  of  Akragas  at  the  time.  As  noted  above,  these  Gold 
Diobols  are  rare  coins,  and  the  type  showing  the  eagle  standing 
right,  as  opposed  to  left,  is  rarer  still. 


— 8 — 


GREEK  GOLD  COINS— GELA  AND  SYRACUSE 


A SUPERB  GOLD  FRACTION 


(Enlarged)  (Enlarged) 


4 GELA.  415-405  B.C.  IV3  Litrai.  Forepart  of  man-headed  bull  1.; 
FEAAS.  Rv.  Head  of  nymph  Sosipolis  1.;  SDSlllOAlS.  1.149 
grams.  Jenkins  492,  JPM  12.  A perfectly  splendid  little  coin, 
better  than  the  Jenkins  specimens.  A rare  coin  with  unusually 
exquisite  detail.  F.D.C.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1313. 

The  gold  IV3  Litrai  of  Gela  served  the  same  purpose  as  the 
Diobol  of  Akragas,  namely  emergency  coinage  to  pay  mercenar- 
ies for  the  war  against  Carthage.  Gela  suffered  the  same  fate  as 
her  ally  Akragas,  sacked  by  the  Carthaginians  in  405  B.C.  The 
two  cities  never  recovered  from  this  disaster. 

Gela  was  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gelas  and  the 
representation  of  this  river  in  the  form  of  a swimming  man- 
headed bull  constituted  the  characteristic  coin  type  of  the  city. 
The  goddess  Sosipolis  faco^o),  TToXtaj,  shown  here  on  the  reverse, 
was  the  tutelary  divinity  or  Tyche  of  the  city. 


(Enlarged)  ^ (Enlarged) 


5 SYRACUSE.  Time  of  Dionysios  I,  405-380  B.C.  50  Litrai  or  Tetrobol, 
ca.  380  B.C.  Head  of  young  river-god  Anapos  1.;  SYPAKOSIUN 
around.  Rv.  Free  horse  prancing  r.;  [SYIPAKOSION  between  double 
exergual  line  below.  2.888  grams.  SNG  Cop.  688,  SNG  Lloyd  1425, 
JPM  13.  Attractive  coppery  toning.  Rare.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Syracuse  was  one  of  the  few  Sicilian  cities  to  avoid  conquest  by  the 
Carthaginians . In  fact,  under  the  tyrant  Dionysios  I,  Syracusan  power 
grew  with  her  capture  of  Katane,  evacuation  of  the  citizens  of  Kamarina 
and  Leontini  to  Syracuse,  and  destruction  of  Naxos.  Under  Dionysios 
the  principal  coin  denominations  of  Syracuse  were  the  gold  100  and  50 
Litrai  and  the  silver  Dekadrachms,  the  Tetradrachm  series  coming  to 
an  end  by  400  B.C.  or  shortly  thereafter.  The  significance  of  the  free 
horse  on  the  reverses  of  the  50  Litrai  pieces  is  uncertain,  though  a 
reference  to  freedom  from  oppression,  as  Colin  Kraay  suggests,  is  cer- 
tainly possible. 
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GREEK  GOLD  AND  ELECTRUM  COINS— SYRACUSE 


THE  TYRANTS  OF  SYRACUSE 
TIME  OF  DION 


6 Time  of  Dion,  357-353  B.C.  Electrum  50  Litrai.  Laureate  head  of  Apollo 
1.,  symbol  lamp  behind.  Rv.  Tripod-lebes;  SYPAKO^KiN.  3.625  grams. 
BMFA  448,  JPM  16.  Choice  Very  Fine. 


Dion  was  an  admirer  of  Plato  and,  as  such,  an  opponent  of  the  tyran- 
ny of  Dionysios  II.  Forced  to  leave  Syracuse,  Dion  lived  in  Greece  for 
many  years,  closely  attached  to  Plato’s  Academy.  Eventually , as  the  hos- 
tility of  Dionysios  grew,  Dion  attacked  and  won  Syracuse  with  a small 
force.  Unfortunately,  Dion’s  own  aristocratic  manner  spawned  internal 
divisions  and  resulted  in  expulsions,  intrigue  and  assassination.  In  this 
atmosphere,  Dion’s  somewhat  idealistic  efforts  to  institute  a Platonic 
constitution  for  Syracuse  failed,  and  he  became  "a  tyrant  in  spite  of 
himself.”  As  a highly  predictable  conclusion  to  this  drama,  Dion  was 
himself  assassinated  by  order  of  Kallippos,  a supposed  friend  and  Pla- 
tonist. 


REIGN  OF  AGATHOKLES 


Lot  No.  7 

7 Reign  of  Agathokles,  317-289  B.C.  Stater,  after  304  B.C.  Head  of  Athe- 
na r.  wearing  crested  Corinthian  helmet  ornamented  with  griffin.  Rv. 
Winged  thunderbolt  with  AfABOKAEO^/BAlIAEOS  above  and  below, 
monogram  above.  5.685  grams.  Jameson  867,  JPM  19.  A few  spade 
scrapes  on  and  near  the  edge  and  some  light  pecking.  Nicely  styled  and 
boldly  struck.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

Agathokles  was  an  officer  and  democratic  leader  who  emerged  as 
tyrant  from  the  civil  wars  that  seemed  a constant  feature  of  Syracusan 
political  life.  He  sought  to  expand  his  power  base  by  the  conquest  of 
other  Sicilian  Greeks  and  the  defeat  of  Carthage,  an  often  repeated  aim 
of  the  Syracusan  tyrants.  Agathokles  was  only  partially  successful.  His 
feint  into  North  Africa,  though  it  failed  to  destroy  Carthage,  did  weaken 
it  sufficiently  to  ensure  an  extended  period  of  peace  for  the  area  of 
eastern  Sicily  under  his  domination.  In  304  B.C.  Agathokles  assumed 
the  epithet  "king,”  a title  advertised  by  the  above  coin.  He  spent  his  last 
years  conducting  a series  of  adventures  in  Italy  and  dealing,  without 
great  success,  with  dreadful  discord  in  his  own  family. 
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GREEK  GOLD  COINS— MACEDON 


MAINLAND  GREECE 

KINGS  OF  MACEDON 


Lot  No.  8 

8 Alexander  the  Great,  336-323  B.C.  Stater.  Head  of  Athena  r.  in  crested 
Corinthian  helmet  decorated  with  serpent.  Rv.  Nike  standing  1.  hold- 
ing wreath  and  ship’s  mast;  AAEHANAPOY  to  r.,  TK  monogram  to  1. 
8.577  grams.  M.1296,  JPM  28.  Struck  from  a slightly  rusty  obverse 
die.  Nicely  styled.  Virtually  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


Newell,  in  his  Reattribution  of  Certain  Tetradrachms  of  Alexander 
the  Great  (p.  43,  no.  122),  modifies  Muller’s  attribution  of  the  TK 
monogram  from  a Cilician  mint  to  a mint  under  Cilician  influence. 
SNG  Ashmoleon  suggests  a more  radical  emendation,  transferring  this 
monogram  to  the  city  of  Citium  in  Cyprus  (Nos.  2910-2918) . 


A VERY  RARE  HALF  STATER  OF 
ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT 


Lot  No.  9 

(Enlarged)  (Enlarged) 


9 Half  Stater.  Head  of  Athena  r.  in  crested  Corinthian  helmet  deco- 
rated with  a griffin.  Rv.  Nike  standing  r.  holding  wreath  and 
ship’s  mast;  A/\EHANAPO[Y]  to  1.,  A and  symbol  wheel  to  r. 
3.851  grams.  JPM  30.  Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1481. 

The  gold  Half  Stater  is  a very  rare  denomination,  absent  from 
most  major  published  collections. 
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GREEK  ELECTRUM  COINS— PHOKAIA  AND  KYZIKOS 


ASIA  AND  AFRICA 

IONIA 


(Enlarged)  (Enlarged) 


10  PHOKAIA.  400-330  B.C.  Electrum  Hecte.  Female  head  1.  with  hair 
rolled,  seal  1.  below.  Rv.  Quadripartite  incuse  square.  2.513  grams. 
BMFA  1922,  Bodenstedt  90e,  JPM  32.  Obverse  slightly  off-center. 
Very  Fine. 

Friedrich  Bodenstedt  in  his  monumental  Die  Elektronmiinzen  von 
Phokaia  und  Mytilene  has  placed  this  series  earlier  than  the  traditional 
dates,  namely  the  period  477-388  B.C. 

In  archaic  times  Phokaia  was  a pioneer  in  the  exploration  and  coloni- 
zation of  the  western  Mediterranean.  In  the  Sixth  Century  her  trading 
stations  were  located  along  the  route  which  linked  Magna  Graecia  and 
Spain.  Her  colony  at  Massalia  permitted  access  inland  to  Southern 
Gaul.  When  Phokaia  was  besieged  by  the  Persians  in  540  B.C.,  most  of 
her  citizens  fled  rather  than  submit.  Phokaia  never  recovered  her  power, 
based  as  it  was  on  international  trade.  Under  Persian  domination,  Pho- 
kaia and  Mytilene  were  important  mint  cities,  but  their  coinage,  primar- 
ily the  Electrum  Hecte,  was  intended  for  local  circulation.  The  Hecte 
provided  a local  coinage  for  northwest  Asia  Minor  and  was  probably 
rated  as  a fraction  of  the  Persian  Gold  Daric.  The  precise  ratio  of  value 
between  these  currencies,  however,  is  not  known  with  certainty. 


MYSIA 


Lot  No.  11 


11  KYZIKOS.  550-500  B.C.  Electrum  Stater.  Head  of  goat  with  long  beard 
1.,  tunny  upwards  below.  Rv.  Quadripartite  incuse  square,  roughly  di- 
vided. 16.047  grams.  BMFA  1421,  Greenwell  134,  JPM  34.  Rare. 
Close  to  Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Kyzikos  was  an  extremely  important  trading  city,  strategically  situat- 
ed on  the  easily  defensible  island  of  Arktonnesos  in  the  Propontis  and 
boasting  two  sheltered  harbors.  Nearly  all  the  shipping  of  the  Propontis 
came  to  Kyzikos  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  northern  shore.  Her  Elec- 
trum Slaters,  called  Cyzicenes,  were  famous  everywhere.  Their  discovery 
at  a variety  of  sites  makes  it  clear  that  the  coinage  was  an  important 
trade  medium  between  Thrace  and  the  northern  coasts  of  the  Black  Sea 
on  the  one  hand  and  Athens  and  Ionia  on  the  other.  A characteristic 
device,  the  tunny  fish,  may  well  indicate  the  early  source  of  Cyzicene 
prosperity.  The  city  clearly  became  rich.  As  a member  of  Athens  Delian 
League  she  was  assessed  nine  talents,  the  largest  annual  contribution 
from  the  entire  Hellespontine  region. 
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GREEK  GOLD  COINS— EGYPT 


KINGS  OF  EGYPT 


A CHOICE  GOLD  PENTADRACHM 


Lot  No.  12 


12  Ptolemy  II  Philadelphos,  285-246  B.C.  Pentadrachm,  281  B.C. 
Diademed  head  of  Ptolemy  I r.,  wearing  aegis.  Rv.  Eagle  stand- 
ing 1.  on  thunderbolt;  SO  monogram  above  shield  to  1.,  E (Year 
5)  between  eagle’s  legs;  IITOAEMAIOY  BASIAEDl.  17.776 
grams.  Svor.  566,  JPM  38.  A short  scrape  on  the  edge  and  a 
few  edge  knocks.  This  apart,  the  coin  is  Choice  Very  Fine  and 
attractive.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  reign  of  Ptolemy  II  saw  the  consolidation  of  Greek  control 
in  Egypt  and  the  expansion  of  the  Ptolemaic  Empire  abroad. 
The  all-important  financial  administration  was  perfected.  Greek 
settlements  were  planted  to  foster  the  Hellenization  of  the  king- 
dom. Some  of  Alexandria’s  most  famous  buildings  and  institu- 
tions date  from  this  reign,  including  the  Pharos,  the  Museum 
and  the  Library.  Abroad,  Ptolemy  II  conquered  important  dis- 
tricts in  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  added  Aegean  possessions  with 
his  marriage  to  Arsinoe  II,  and  placed  garrisons  to  protect  trade 
routes  along  coastal  districts  of  East  Africa  and  South  Arabia. 
By  the  end  of  his  reign,  Egypt  was  a center  of  Greek  culture,  an 
international  emporium,  and  one  of  the  most  important  military 
powers  in  the  Mediterranean  world. 
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GREEK  GOLD  COINS— EGYPT 


AN  ATTRACTIVE  ARSINOE  OCTODRACHM 


Lot  No.  13 

13  Ptolemy  III  Euergetes,  246-221  B.C.  Octodrachm,  244  B.C. 

Head  of  Arsinoe  II  wearing  stephane  and  veil.  Rv.  Double  cor- 
nuacopiae,  filleted  and  filled  with  fruit;  SI  monogram  below,  F 
(Year  3)  to  1.;  APSINO[HS]  [<t>IAAAE]A<t>OY.  27.579  grams. 
Cp.  Svor.  1030,  for  a similar  monogram  cf.  Hunter  22  (p.  377), 
JPM  39.  A few  scratches  and  one  test  cut  on  the  edge.  The 
reverse  is  slightly  double  struck.  Nevertheless,  the  coin  is  Very 
Fine  and  an  attractive  and  impressive  piece.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 

Arsinoe  II,  sister  and  wife  of  Ptolemy  II,  died  in  270  B.C.  An 
ambitious  and  strong  willed  woman,  she  had  been  married  to 
Lysimachos  until  his  defeat  and  death,  and  then,  for  a short 
time,  to  her  step-brother  Ptolemy  Keraunos.  She  then  fled  to 
Egypt  where  she  persuaded  Ptolemy  II  first  to  repudiate  his  wife 
Arsinoe  I on  the  grounds  of  conspiracy  and  then  to  marry  her. 
She  was  not  merely  a queen,  but  indeed  a co-ruler  who  took  into 
her  own  hands  the  war  against  Syria.  Clearly  Ptolemy  felt  her 
ability  justified  his  marriage  to  her,  a marriage  repugnant  to 
Greek  sentiment  because  of  the  fact  that  she  was  his  full  sister. 
Her  powerful  will  and  competence  quickly  silenced  opposition. 

After  her  death  in  270  B.C.  she  was  immediately  deified. 
Commemorative  gold  and  silver  coins  were  struck  by  her  hus- 
band, and  then  by  her  adopted  son  (the  son  of  Ptolemy  II  and 
his  first  wife,  Arsinoe  I).  The  series  of  Octodrachms  continued 
to  be  struck  as  late  as  the  reigns  of  Ptolemy  VI  and  VIII  (180- 
115  B.C.)  with  Arsinoe  serving  as  an  important  dynastic  sym- 
bol, much  as  Livia  later  served  the  Julio-Claudians  and  their 
successors.  The  above  specimen  is  from  the  earlier  period.  The 
style  of  portraiture  is  much  more  realistic  than  that  which  char- 
acterizes the  Second  Century  Octodrachms.  As  such,  it  provides 
an  excellent  example  of  fine  Hellenistic  portraiture  and  is  much 
scarcer  than  the  later  examples. 
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GREEK  GOLD  COINS— KYRENE 


KYRENAICA 


Lot  No.  14 

14  KYRENE.  322-313  B.C.  Stater.  Slow  quadriga  driven  r.  by  charioteer 
three-quarter  face  to  r.;  KYPANAIION]  behind  and  above,  radiant  sun 
in  upper  field  to  r.  Rv.  Zeus  Lykaios  enthroned  1.,  feet  on  stool,  holding 
eagle;  thymiaterion  before,  XAIPIOS  (retrograde)  behind.  8.042  grams. 
Naville  83,  JPM  40.  Edge  partially  and  very  lightly  filed.  Very  Fine. 
A scarce  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1706. 


Kyrene  in  North  Africa  was  a commercial  center  important,  principal- 
ly, for  agriculture.  The  limestone  plateau  was  rich  in  grain,  wool,  dates, 
and  silphium.  The  latter  contributed  to  Kyrene  her  characteristic  badge, 
the  silphium  plant  which  appears  on  the  reverse  of  the  Drachm  below. 
The  juice,  extracted  from  the  roots  and  stalks  of  this  plant  had  medici- 
nal uses  and  the  stalk  was  eaten  as  a vegetable. 

Kyrene  allied  itself  to  Alexander  the  Great  in  his  war  against  the 
Persians.  After  Alexander’s  death,  Kyrene  may  have  experienced  a brief 
period  of  autonomy,  but  quickly  fell  under  the  domination  of  Ptolemy 
Soter.  A constitution  granted  to  the  city  by  Ptolemy  in  either  322  or  308 
B.C.  reveals  the  full  extent  of  the  king’s  power.  He  had  the  right  to 
enroll  new  citizens,  to  review  judicial  affairs  regarding  former  exiles,  to 
appoint  members  to  the  city  council,  and  to  be  perpetual  military  com- 
mander of  the  city. 


It’s  easy  to  bid  by  mail . . . 

1.  Check  the  sale  catalogue  against  your  collection  for  lots  that  you  can 
use. 

2.  Note  the  lot  numbers,  and  the  prices  you  would  pay,  on  the  bid  sheet. 
You  will  get  them  for  less  if  competition  permits. 

3.  Mail  your  bids  early.  It  is  to  your  advantage. 

We  do  the  rest.  As  your  agents,  we  will  enter  your  bid  in  a competi- 
tive "bid  book.”  The  highest  bid  for  any  lot  gets  it,  at  just  slightly 
above  the  next  lower  bid.  In  case  of  equal  bids,  the  first  received  takes 
the  lot. 

During  the  week  following  the  sale  date,  all  your  lots  will  be  forwarded 
together  with  invoice  if  credit  has  been  established  with  us,  or  paid  for  in  full. 

You  are  completely  protected  by  our  unconditional  guarantee. 
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GREEK  GOLD  AND  ELECTRUM  COINS— KYRENE  AND  CARTHAGE 


15  Drachm.  Youth  mounted  on  horse  prancing  r.;  IIOAI  above  and  to  the  1. 
Rv.  Silphium  plant;  K-Y/P-A  in  field.  4.310  grams.  Naville  109,  JPM 
42.  Very  Fine. 


16  1/10  Stater.  Head  of  Zeus  Ammon  1.,  HO  behind.  Rv.  Head  of  Libya  r., 

hair  in  spiral  curls;  KY  (retrograde)  behind.  0.861  grams.  Naville  117, 
JPM  44.  Reverse  ever  so  slightly  double  struck.  Extremely  Fine.  A 
choice  little  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


ZEUGITANIA 


17  CARTHAGE.  310-290  B.C.  Electrum  Shekel  or  Didrachm.  Head  of  Tanit 
1.,  wreathed  with  corn,  wearing  necklace  and  triple-drop  earring.  Rv. 
Horse  standing  r.  on  exergual  line;  a triangle  of  three  pellets  below. 
7.473  grams.  J & L Group  V.  287,  JPM  36.  A small  depression  and 
light  scratches  on  the  reverse  behind  the  forelegs.  Otherwise,  Choice 
Very  Fine. 

Carthage,  the  greatest  of  Tyre’s  colonies,  derived  her  power  from  a 
pre-eminence  in  trade,  rich  agriculture,  and  an  uncharacteristically  sta- 
ble oligarchic  government.  From  the  Phoenician  colonies  to  the  west, 
Carthage  drew  revenues  which  made  her  the  richest  city  in  the  western 
Mediterranean.  In  the  Fifth  and  Fourth  Centuries  B.C.  Carthage  sought 
to  dominate  Sicily  and  thereby  ensure  full  control  over  the  sea-borne 
trade  in  the  west.  Never  completely  successful,  Carthaginian  power  in 
Sicily  was  confined  to  the  western  part  of  the  island  by  the  middle  of  the 
Fourth  Century.  It  was  her  continued  claims  to  Sicily  that  led  Carthage 
into  a disastrous  series  of  wars  with  Rome,  wars  which  ended  in  the 
destruction  of  the  city  in  146  B.C.  and  the  sowing  of  salt  in  the 
ploughed  ground.  A solemn  curse  was  pronounced  that  neither  house 
nor  crops  should  ever  rise  again.  The  administration  of  the  land,  now 
Roman,  was  transferred  to  the  nearby  city  of  Utica,  which  had  deserted 
Carthage  before  the  end. 


— 16  — 


GREEK  SILVER  COINS— NEAPOLIS  AND  TARENTUM 


GREEK  SILVER  COINS 
MAGNA  GRAECIA 
CAMPANIA 


18  NEAPOLIS.  350-325  B.C.  Didrachm.  Diademed  head  of  Nymph  r.,  wear- 
ing earring  and  necklace;  four  dolphins  around.  Rv.  Nike  flying  r. 
crowning  man-headed  bull;  OIVI.^  and  [NlEOllOAITllN  below.  6.967 
grams.  Cf.  Sambon  458  and  SNG  Miinchen  218  (but  inscription 
OVIA),  JPM  55.  Stepped  flan.  A few  very  faint  scratches  and  a trace  of 
pitting.  Attractive  dark  tone.  Choice  Very  Fine.  (SEE  C()IA)R  PLATE' 
Ex  Strozzi  Collection  761b. 

The  above  coin  is  from  the  last  period  of  Neapolitan  autonomy.  With 
the  capture  of  Kymai  by  the  Sabellians  in  428  B.C.,  Neapolis  became  the 
northernmost  bastion  of  Hellenism  against  the  native  Italian  tribes  to 
the  north  and  east.  In  327  B.C.  the  anti-Roman  politics  of  certain  refu- 
gee elements  within  Neapolis  provoked  the  Romans  into  capturing  the 
city.  Neapolis  became  a Roman  ally,  later  favored  because  of  her  loyal 
naval  assistance  to  Rome  in  the  wars  against  Pyrrhos  and  Hannibal. 
The  city  was  one  of  the  few  places  in  Italy  to  retain  its  Hellenic  charac- 
ter, language,  and  institutions  until  late  Roman  times. 


CALABRIA 


19  TARENTUM.  380-345  B.C.  Didrachm.  Nude  ephebos  vaulting  from  horse 
cantering  1.,  holding  small  round  shield;  A below.  Rv.  Taras  astride 
dolphin  1.  holding  ball  of  wool,  S below;  TAPA^l  in  ex.  7.771  grams. 
Vlasto  435,  JPM  58.  Darkly  toned  and  unusually  well  styled  on  a 
broad  flan.  Virtually  Extremely  Fine.  Ex  Strozzi  Collection  856. 

Tarentum  was  founded  in  approximately  700  B.C.  by  refugees  from 
Sparta.  Favored  with  a splendid  harbor,  Tarentum  was  the  first  port  of 
call  for  western-bound  ships  from  Greece.  Her  wealth  derived  principal- 
ly from  the  fisheries  and  purple-mussels  of  the  lagoon  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  fishermen  played  a predominant  part  in  the  democratic 
government  that  ruled  Tarentum  in  the  Fifth  and  Fourth  Centuries. 
During  the  Fourth  Century,  Tarentum  reached  a height  of  prosperity , 
with  the  fishing  industry  supplemented  by  increasing  exports  of  textile 
and  ceramic  manufactures.  The  reverse  type  of  the  above  coin  is  particu- 
larly significant  in  this  regard,  showing  Taras,  the  eponymous  hero  of 
the  city,  seated  on  a dolphin  and  holding  a ball  of  wool. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— METAPONTUM  AND  THURIUM 


LUCANIA 


20  METAPONTUM.  400-350  B.C.  Stater.  Female  head  1.  with  hair  bound  by 
a wide  fillet.  Rv.  Six-grained  ear  of  barley,  leaf  to  r.  on  which  sits  owl 
facing  r.;  ME  T to  1.  7.814  grams.  Noe  469  (this  coin),  JPM  62.  Ob- 
verse a bit  softly  struck.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine  and  attractive. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  996. 

Metapontum,  as  well  as  the  other  Greek  cities  of  Lucania  — Herak- 
leia,  Thurium,  Velia,  and  Poseidonia,  was  situated  on  the  coast,  and 
never  managed  to  extend  her  influence  far  into  the  hinterland.  By  circa 
390  B.C.  a coalition  of  native  tribes,  the  Lucani,  controlled  most  of  the 
area.  Herakleia  in  the  south  and  Velia  in  the  west  were  the  major 
centers  of  Greek  opposition  to  these  tribes.  Metapontum,  a primarily 
agricultural  colony,  managed  to  resist  the  Lucani  by  maintaining  an 
uneasy  and  not  entirely  enthusiastic  alliance  with  her  Greek  neighbors. 
Constant  bickering  and  a reliance  on  mercenaries  proved  to  be  her  un- 
doing. In  about  300  the  city  fell  to  the  Lucanians  and  subsequently 
passed  into  Roman  hands.  Constant  warfare,  deforestation  and  malaria 
rendered  much  of  the  land  subsequently  uninhabitable. 


No. 

21  THURIUM.  425-400  B.C.  Stater.  Head  of  Athena  r.  wearing  crested 
Athenian  helmet  bound  with  olive-wreath.  Rv.  Bull  butting  r.;  0OY- 
PliiN  above,  E and  tunny  below.  7.876  grams.  SNG  Lockett  469  (same 
dies),  JPM  73.  A lovely  coin,  sharply  struck  in  high  relief.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Thurium  was  a panhellenic  colony  founded  at  the  instigation  of  Peri- 
kles  of  Athens  in  443  B.C.  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  twice  destroyed  city 
of  Sybaris.  Only  two-fifths  of  the  colonists  came  from  Athens  or  her 
allied  cities  and  Perikles  appears  to  have  made  no  attempt  to  secure 
permanent  Athenian  influence  in  the  new  colony.  The  Athenian  connec- 
tion, however,  was  clearly  visible  on  the  coinage,  with  the  helmeted  head 
of  Athena  becoming  the  recurring  obverse  type.  It  is  most  likely  that  the 
Thurian  bull  on  the  reverse  reflects  an  artistic  development  of  the  char- 
acteristic badge  of  Sybaris,  the  city  which  Thurium  replaced.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  hull  butting  may  well  be  a punning  allusion  to  the  new 
name  of  the  city,  Ooofxxr,  meaning  rushing  or  raging. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— VELIA  AND  RHEGION 


22  VELIA.  350-281  B.C.  Didrachm.  Head  of  Athena  1.  wearing  crested  Athe- 

nian helmet  bound  with  wreath.  Rv.  Lion  prowling  r.;  YEAHTliN 
above,  N and  filleted  thyrsus  below.  7.469  grams.  SNG  ANS  1351, 
JPM  84.  Light  scrape  on  reverse  near  edge  at  11  o’clock.  Nice  Very 
Fine.  Ex  Hartwig  Collection  351. 

23  Didrachm  Head  of  Athena  r.  wearing  crested  Athenian  helmet  decorated 

with  springing  griffin;  A above  visor.  Rv.  Lion  prowling  r.;  pentagram 
between  (h  - I above,  YEAHTDN  below.  7.452  grams.  SNG  ANS  1367 
(same  dies),  JPM  86.  A few  natural  edge  splits.  Choice  Very  Fine. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE)  Ex  Hartwig  Collection  384. 

The  <t>  - / above  the  lion  probably  refers  to  Philistion  who  signed  a 
number  of  Velian  Didrachms  of  this  period.  Probably  the  master  en- 
graver, Philistion  seems  to  have  been  quite  active,  beginning  in  the 
years  just  before  330  B.C.  As  in  the  case  of  contemporary  Corinthian 
issues,  the  letters  signifying  the  engraver  remained  constant  throughout 
a series  of  changing  control  symbols,  in  this  case  a pentagram  and  the 
letter  Delta. 


BRUTTIUM 


Lot  No.  24 


24  RHEGION.  415-387  B.C.  Tetradrachm.  Lion’s  scalp  facing.  Rv. 

Laureate  head  of  Apollo  r.;  olive  sprig  behind,  PHflNON  be- 
fore. 16.964  grams.  SNG  Cop.  1933,  JPM  100.  A few  natural 
edge  splits  and  the  lightest  trace  of  surface  corrosion.  A strik- 
ing coin  with  excellent  detail.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE)  Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1253. 

Rhegion  experienced  a normal  evolution  from  oligarchy  to  tyr- 
anny and  then  to  democracy.  After  the  death  of  the  tyrant,  An- 
axilas  in  476  B.C.,  the  coin  types  favored  by  him,  the  biga  of 
mules  and  hare,  disappeared,  replaced  by  the  lion’s  scalp.  This 
symbol,  a Samian  emblem,  was  of  considerable  local  signifi- 
cance. Anaxilas  had  originally  invited  a group  of  Samians  to 
seize  the  town  of  Zancle  in  Sicily  and  had  afterwards  expelled 
or  reduced  them  to  submission,  taking  over  control  of  Zancle 
himself.  The  type  would  thereby  be  interpreted  as  an  expression 
of  liberation  from  tyranny.  Rhegion  s freedom  was  short-lived, 
however.  In  387  B.C.  the  city  was  destroyed  by  Dionysios  I of 
Syracuse  in  league  with  Locri,  Rhegion’ s rival. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— AKRAGAS  AND  MESSANA 


SICILY 


Lot  No.  25 


25  AKRAGAS.  472-420  B.C.  Tetradrachm.  Eagle  with  closed  wings 
standing  1.;  AKRAC  - ANTOS  (retrograde).  Rv.  Crab.  17.363 
grams.  SNG  ANS  967,  JPM  108.  A pleasant  medium  grey  tone 
with  a hint  of  iridescence.  Fully  struck-up,  an  unusual  feature 
for  this  series.  A lovely  coin.  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE)  Ex  Sambon  Collection. 

Akragas  was  a wealthy  and  powerful  Greek  colony  in  Sicily, 
second  only  to  Syracuse.  Its  tyrant  Theron  joined  forces  with 
Gelon  of  Syracuse  to  crush  the  Carthaginians  at  Himera  in  480 
B.C.  With  the  death  of  Theron  in  472  B.C.,  a democracy  was 
established  at  Akragas,  heralding  a period  of  exceptional  pros- 
perity which  ended  only  with  the  Carthaginian  invasion  in  406 
B.C.  when  the  city  was  sacked.  Unlike  the  coinage  of  Rhegion, 
the  change  from  powerful  tyranny  to  a wealthy  and  pugnacious 
democracy  produced  no  change  in  the  coin  types  at  Akragas. 
The  eagle  and  crab,  representing  Zeus  and  the  river  Akragas, 
were  continued. 


Lot  No.  26 

26  MESSANA.  450-435  B.C.  Tetradrachm.  Biga  of  mules  driven  r. 

by  the  nymph  Messana,  standing  erect;  ME12L-ANA  above  and 
to  the  r.  Rv.  Hare  running  r.,  dolphin  r.  below;  MESSANION. 
17.237  grams.  BMFA  291,  JPM  119.  A rare  variety  with  un- 
usually fine  styling.  Lovely  medium  grey  surfaces.  Choice  Ex- 
tremely Fine.  A marvelous  Sicilian  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

When  Anaxilas,  tyrant  of  Rhegion,  assumed  effective  control 
of  Messana  sometime  after  493  B.C.,  he  introduced  coin  types 
very  similar  to  those  he  had  already  chosen  for  his  own  city. 
These  types  were  the  biga  of  mules,  commemorating  an  Olympic 
victory  of  Anaxilas,  and  the  hare.  Even  after  Anaxilas’  death  in 
478  B.C.  and  the  expulsion  of  his  sons  from  the  city  in  461  B.C., 
Messana  continued  to  use  these  coin  types.  In  450  B.C.,  however , 
a minor  change  appeared.  A standing  figure  of  the  nymph  Mes- 
sana, so  identified  on  the  coins,  was  substituted  for  the  bearded 
male  charioteer  who  drove  the  mule-biga  on  the  coins  of  Anaxi- 
las. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— SYRACUSE 


TIME  OF  TIMOLEON 


27  SYRACUSE.  Time  of  Timoleon,  344-317  B.C.  Stater  of  Corinthian  type. 

Pegasos  flying  1.  Rv.  Head  of  Athena  r.  wearing  Corinthian  helmet; 
SYPAKOSIION]  before.  8.488  grams.  SNG  Cop.  711,  JPM  159.  Nicely 
toned.  Extremely  Fine. 

Ex  Hartwig  Collection  638. 


Timoleon  was  a Corinthian  general  brought  to  Sicily  by  Syracusans 
who  wished  to  free  their  city  from  the  tyranny  of  Dionysios  II.  Timoleon 
was  successful  in  this  enterprise,  capturing  Dionysios  and  granting  him 
safe  conduct  to  Corinth  where  he  lived  in  exile  for  many  years.  Four 
years  later,  in  341  B.C.,  Timoleon  decisively  defeated  a Carthaginian 
army,  thereby  providing  Syracuse  and  a large  section  of  eastern  Sicily 
with  a brief  return  of  peace  and  prosperity.  In  honor  of  its  liberator,  and 
to  simplify  and  foster  trade  relations  with  Timoleon  s native  city,  Syra- 
cuse struck  a series  of  silver  Staters  of  Corinthian  weight  with  Corinthi- 
an types. 


REIGN  OF  AGATHOKLES 


28  Reign  of  Agathokles,  317-289  B.C.  Tetradrachm,  310-304  B.C.  Head  of 
Persephone  r.  wearing  wreath  of  corn;  KOPAl^  upward  behind.  Rv. 
Nike  standing  r.,  erecting  trophy,  a hammer  in  her  hand;  AN  mono- 
gram and  lAriAGOKPEOS  to  1.,  triskeles  to  r.  16.717  grams.  Cf.  SNG 
Cop.  764,  JPM  153.  A few  traces  of  light  surface  pitting.  Choice  Very 
Fine. 


The  appearance  of  the  inscription  APABOKAEOX  on  the  left  with  the 
monogram  is  a rare  variety,  unlisted  in  the  major  collections.  The  coin 
was  struck  by  Agathokles  in  the  period  310-304  B.C.,  before  he  declared 
himself  "king.”  The  "victory  type”  reverse  was  unduly  optimistic.  After 
initial  successes  in  North  Africa  against  Carthage,  the  campaign  stalled 
in  307-306  B.C.  and  Agathokles,  safe  in  Sicily,  left  his  troops  in  diffi- 
cult straits  in  Africa. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— MACEDON  AND  SYRIA 


MAINLAND  GREECE 
MACEDON 


29  P.  luventius  Thalna,  Praetor,  149  B.C.  Tetradrachm.  Macedonian 
shield,  at  center  of  which  is  bust  of  Artemis  Tauropolos  r.,  quiver  and 
bow  at  her  shoulder.  Rv.  LEG/MAKEAONDN  above  and  below  club  r.; 
hand  holding  olive-branch  in  field  above,  monogram  below;  all  within 
oak  wreath.  16.784  grams.  BMC  70,  JPM  171.  A rare  coin.  Splendid 
medium  grey  surfaces  with  a hint  of  golden  iridescent  toning.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  olive  branch,  Qallos,  was  the  canting  badge  of  P.  luventius 
Thalna,  a Praetor  sent  by  Rome  to  Macedon  with  a legion  to  defeat 
Andriskos,  who  had  claimed  to  be  the  son  of  Perseus  and  by  this  claim 
and  force  of  arms  had  gained  mastery  over  all  of  Macedon.  Thalna 
failed  in  his  mission,  his  legion  defeated  and  he  himself  killed.  In  148 
B.C.  Q.  Caecilius  Metellus  was  sent  to  Macedon  with  a large  army.  He 
managed  to  drive  Andriskos  from  Macedon  into  Thrace,  finally  captur- 
ing him,  triumphantly  parading  him  in  Rome  and  putting  him  to  death. 


ASIA  AND  AFRICA 
SELEUCID  EMPIRE 


30  Antiochos  I Soter,  280-261  B.C.  Tetradrachm,  ca.  270-264  B.C.  Seleucia 
on  the  Tigris  mint.  Diademed  head  of  Antiochos  r.  Rv.  Apollo  seated  1. 
on  omphalos,  holding  arrow  and  resting  on  bow;  BA^ilAEili,  AN- 
TIOXOY.  16.974  grams.  ESM  154,  JPM  188.  Excellent  surfaces  with 
medium  grey  tone.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 

Antiochus  I received  his  cult-name  "Soter”  for  his  defeat  of  the  Gallic 
invaders  of  Asia  Minor  in  276  B.C.  Particularly  useful  in  this  campaign 
were  sixteen  war  elephants,  an  awesome  weapon  against  men  unfamil- 
iar with  them.  The  most  successful  rival  of  Antiochus  turned  out  to  be 
Arsinoe  II  of  Egypt  who,  with  her  husband  Ptolemy  II,  conquered  from 
Syria  much  of  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor.  These  Egyptian  conquests,  while 
not  permanent,  did  precipitate  a subtle  shift  in  the  Seleucid  Empire 
from  a western  to  an  eastern  orientation. 
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GREEK  SILVER  COINS— EGYPT  AND  CARTHAGINIAN  SICILY 


EGYPT 


Lot  No.  31 


31  Ptolemy  I,  as  Satrap,  323-305  B.C.  Tetradrachm,  310-305  B.C.  Head  of 
the  deified  Alexander  the  Great,  wearing  horn  of  Zeus  Ammon,  ele- 
phant’s scalp  and  aegis.  Rv.  Athena  Alkidemos  advancing  r.  brandish- 
ing spear;  A AEHAN.1POY  and  monogram  to  1.,  eagle  and  monogram  to 
r.  15.639  grams.  Svor.  139,  JPM  189.  Name  of  Alexander  weak  and 
somewhat  double  struck.  Apart  from  this,  an  excellent  coin  and  Close 
to  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ptolemy,  one  of  Alexander  s most  successful  generals,  good  friend  and 
Companion,  assumed  control  of  the  Satrapy  of  Egypt  after  Alexander’s 
death  in  323  B.C.  Ptolemy  based  the  legitimacy  of  his  rule  upon  the 
closeness  of  his  association  with  Alexander.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  his 
early  coinage  bore  not  his  own  portrait  but  that  of  the  deified  Alexan- 
der. Only  after  304  B.C.  when  Ptolemy  declared  himself  "king”  did  his 
own  likeness,  name,  and  title  appear  on  the  coinage. 


CARTHAGINIAN  SICILY 


Lot  No.  32 


32  325-300  B.C.  Tetradrachm.  Head  of  young  Herakles  r.  wearing  lion’s  skin. 

Rv.  Head  and  neck  of  horse  1.,  palm  tree  behind;  Punic  inscription  M 
ch  sh  BM  below.  17.355  grams.  M.18,  SNG  Cop.  985,  JPM  195.  Short, 
stepped  flan.  Dark  tone.  Extremely  Fine. 

Ex  Benson  Collection  803. 

The  head  of  Herakles  clearly  derived  from  the  Tetradrachms  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  though  the  reverse  is  typically  Carthaginian.  The  coin- 
age was  minted  in  Sicily  and  was  intended  to  circulate  there,  its  princi- 
pal function  undoubtedly  being  to  pay  the  mercenary  forces  by  means  of 
which  Carthage  controlled  the  western  half  of  Sicily.  During  this  peri- 
od, Carthage  was  engaged  in  almost  constant  warfare  with  Agathokles 
of  Syracuse,  both  in  Sicily  and  on  the  North  African  coast. 
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ROMAN  REPUBLICAN  GOLD  COINS 


ROMAN  GOLD  COINS 


ROMAN  REPUBLIC 


CHOICE  EARLY  REPUBLICAN  GOLD 


Lot  No.  33 


(Enlarged) 


(Enlarged) 


33  Anonymous  Issue.  60  Asses  in  Gold,  211-207  B.C.  Rome  mint. 

Bearded  head  of  Mars  r.  wearing  Corinthian  helmet;  border  of 
dots.  Rv.  Eagle  on  thunderbolt  r.;  ROMA  below,  no  border. 
3.342  grams.  Syd  226  (Rarity  6),  Craw.  44/2,  BMC  185,  JPM 
(Greek)  7.  A splendid  little  coin.  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

The  attribution  of  these  anonymous  gold  pieces  has  been  a 
source  of  some  dispute  over  the  years.  The  Wayte  Raymond  Cat- 
alogue of  the  Morgan  Collection  attributed  them  to  Capua  in 
Campania.  More  recent  works  have  suggested  the  somewhat 


vague  label  "Romano -Campanian.”  A number  of  distinguished 
scholars,  however,  including  De  Salis,  Grueber  and  most  recent- 
ly Crawford,  have  assigned  them  to  Rome  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  compelling  reason  to  abandon  this  position.  The  coins  bear  a 
marked  value  of  60  (Asses/,  the  silver  Denarius,  Quinarius,  and 
Sestertius  being  10,  5,  and  2V2  Asses  respectively. 


Lot  No.  34 


(Enlarged) 


(Enlarged) 


34  A second  60  As  piece.  Types  as  last.  3.367  grams.  JPM  (Greek)  6. 
Well  centered  on  a full  flan.  Choice  Very  I^ine. 
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ROMAN  REPUBLICAN  GOLD  COINS— CAESAR  AND  BRUTUS 


JULIUS  CAESAR 


Lot  No.  35 


35  Aureus,  46  B.C.  Struck  by  A.  Hirtius.  Female  head  r.  wearing  veil;  C. 

CAESAR  COS.  TER.  Rv.  Lituus,  jug  and  axe;  A.  HIRTIVS.  PR.  8.089 
grams.  Syd.  1017,  Craw.  466/1,  JPM  (Roman)  1.  Slightly  bent.  Very 
Fine. 

Aulus  Hirtius  was  a close  friend  and  lieutenant  of  Caesar,  whom  he 
served  in  Gaul  and  in  the  Civil  Wars.  He  reached  the  praetorship  in  46 
B.C.,  at  which  time  he  struck  a large  issue  of  Aurei  to  finance  a lavish 
triumph  to  celebrate  Caesar’s  victories  in  Gaul,  Egypt,  Pontus,  and  Afri- 
ca. After  Caesar’s  death  Hirtius  joined  Octavian  against  Antony,  but 
was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Mutina.  A gourmet  and  man  of  letters,  he 
appears  to  have  been  much  less  accomplished  as  a warrior. 


M.  JUNIUS  BRUTUS 

A RARE  CIVIL  WAR  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  36 

36  Aureus,  43-42  B.C.  Mint  moving  with  Brutus  and  Cassius.  Struck 
by  the  Legate  M Servilius.  Laureate  head  of  Libertas  r.;  M. 
SERVILIVS  LEG.  Rv.  Military  trophy  with  two  crossed  spears 
and  figure  - eight  shield;  Q.  CAEPIO  on  1.,  BRVTVS  IMP.  on  r. 
8.141  grams.  Syd.  1314  (Rarity  7),  Craw.  505/4,  JPM  3.  Virtu- 
ally Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1779. 

Brutus  and  Cassius  were  two  of  Caesar’s  assassins.  In  43  B.C. 
the  Senate  of  Rome  gave  them  supreme  authority  in  the  eastern 
provinces,  where  Brutus  concentrated  his  energies  first  in 
Thrace  and  then  in  Asia  Minor  subjugating  the  Lycians  while 
Cassius  gained  support  for  the  Republican  cause  in  Syria.  Out- 
lawed by  the  Senate  at  the  instigation  of  Octavian,  Brutus  and 
Cassius  returned  to  Thrace  in  42  B.C.  to  confront  Octavian  and 
Antony  at  Philippi.  Cassius  committed  suicide  after  his  defeat 
in  the  first  battle;  Brutus  followed  suit  after  the  second. 
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ROMAN  REPUBLICAN  GOLD  COINS— MARK  ANTONY 


MARK  ANTONY 


A VERY  RARE  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  37 


37  Aureus,  41  B.C.  Mint  moving  with  Antony.  Bare  head  of  Antony 
r.,  lituus  behind;  M.  ANTONIVS  IMP.  Ill  VIR.  R.P.C.  Rv.  Pie- 
tas  standing  1.,  holding  lighted  turibulum  and  cornucopiae,  on 
which  perch  two  storks;  |P]IETAS  COS.  8.043  grams.  Syd.  1173 
(Rarity  8),  Craw.  516/4,  JPM  5.  Typically  ragged  edge.  A very 
rare  coin,  seldom  encountered  in  any  grade.  Very  Fine.  (SKE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1783. 

The  Lex  Titia  of  43  B.C.  created  for  Antony,  along  with  Octa- 
uian  and  Lepidus,  the  new  office  of  tresviri  rei  publicae  consti- 
tiiendae  with  practically  absolute  powers  including,  at  least  im- 
plicitly, criminal  jurisdiction  that  could  not  be  appealed.  This 
important  office,  the  legal  basis  of  Antony’s  power,  was  adver- 
tised on  the  obverse  of  this  coin  issue  — III  VIR.  R.P.C.  After 
the  defeat  of  Cassius  and  Brutus  at  Philippi,  Antony  proceeded 
to  Asia  Minor  in  41  B.C.  where  he  met  Cleopatra  at  Tarsus  and 
spent  the  following  winter  in  Egypt. 


niroR  T\ \r  som  e 


In  accordance  ivith  Ihc  terms  of  sale,  each  sncccssfnl  bidder  also 
agrees  to  pay  a buyer’s  charge  of  ten  percent  (KP/r)  of  the  winning 
bid  recognized  by  the  auctioneer. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— AUGUSTUS 


ROMAN  EMPIRE 

AUGUSTUS,  27  B.C.  - 14  A.D. 


AN  ATTRACTIVE  SPANISH  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  38 


38  Aureus,  19-16  or  15  B.C.  Colonia  Patricia  mint.  Head  of  Augustus 
1.  wearing  oak  wreath.  Rv.  Rectangular  altar  inscribed 
FORT.RED./CAES.  AVG./S.P.Q.R.  7.886  grams.  Coh.  105,  RIC 
273,  BMC  -,  JPM  11.  Broad  flan.  Unusually  well  executed  por- 
trait for  gold.  Nice  Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  imperial  mints  in  Spain  — Caesaraugusta,  Colonia  Patri- 
cia and  to  a lesser  extent  Emerita  — were  the  principal  means  in 
the  west  by  which  Augustus  advertised  his  latest  honors,  titles 
and  accomplishments.  While  some  coin  reverses,  particularly 
from  Emerita,  were  of  strictly  local  significance,  the  majority 
dealt  with  the  power  of  the  imperial  office  and  the  achievements 
of  its  holder.  The  above  coin  concerns  itself  with  the  safe  return 
of  Augustus  from  Syria  in  19  B.C.  after  extended  travels 
through  Sicily,  Greece,  and  the  eastern  provinces  to  observe  lo- 
cal conditions  and  to  reorganize  the  provincial  administration. 
The  Senate  commemorated  his  return  by  consecrating  an  altar 
to  Fortuna  Redux  before  the  temple  of  Honor  and  Virtus  at  the 
Porta  Capena  in  Rome.  A stylized  version  of  that  altar  appears 
on  the  reverse  of  the  above  coin.  Another  important  outcome  of 
Augustus’  trip  to  the  East  was  a negotiated  settlement  with 
Rome’s  old  enemy  Parthia.  By  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  the 
Parthians  returned  to  Rome  the  standards  lost  by  Crassus  in 
the  disastrous  battle  at  Carrhae  in  53  B.C.  The  reverse  of  Lot  39 
celebrates  this  return  by  depicting  a Roman  Aquila  and  Stan- 
dard with  the  legend  SIGNIS  RECEPTIS. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— AUGUSTUS 


39  Aureus.  Date  and  mint  as  last.  Bare  head  1.,  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS.  Rv. 
Round  shield  inscribed  CL.V.  flanked  by  aquila  on  1.  and  standard  on 
r.;  SIGNIS/S.P./Q.R./RECEPTIS.  7.895  grams.  Coh.  266,  RIG  306, 
BMC-,  JPM  24.  A few  minute  edge  cuts.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Cumae  Find,  Strozzi  Collection  1804. 


Sydney  P.  Noe,  in  his  Introduction  to  the  Wayte  Raymond  Catalogue, 
notes  that  the  Cumae  Hoard  of  choice  Aurei,  discovered  in  1868,  was  a 
source  of  fine  material  for  the  Strozzi  Collection. 


40  Aureus,  14-12  B.C.  Lugdunum.  Bare  head  1.;  AVGVSTVS  DIVI  F.  Rv.  Two 
soldiers  standing  r.,  each  presenting  olive  branch  to  Augustus  who  sits 
on  a curule  chair  on  a platform;  IMP.  X in  ex.  7.773  grams.  Coh.  134, 
RIC  326,  BMC  447,  JPM  14.  Elongated  flan,  slightly  bent  at  9 o’clock. 
Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  newly  founded  imperial  mint  at  Lugdunum  became  a principal 
source  of  gold  and  silver  coins  from  14  B.C.  until  73  A.D.  when  Vespa- 
sian restricted  its  output  to  bronze  only.  The  above  reverse  celebrates  the 
victories  of  Tiberius  and  his  brother,  Nero  Claudius  Drusus,  in  15  B.C. 
against  the  Raetians  of  the  Tirol  and  eastern  Switzerland  and  the  Vin- 
delicians  of  Bavaria.  By  their  victories  they  claimed  for  Rome  the  land 
as  far  as  the  Danube  and  freed  northern  Italy  from  the  danger  of  raids 
from  petty  Alpine  tribes.  For  these  victories  on  behalf  of  the  Principate, 
Augustus  was  acclaimed  Imperator  for  the  tenth  time.  The  coin  reverse 
shows  the  two  brothers  in  military  dress,  each  presenting  the  olive 
branch  of  victorious  peace  to  the  seated  Emperor. 


41 


Aureus.  Date  and  mint  as  last.  Bare  head  r.;  AVGVSTVS  DIVI  F.  Rv. 
Actian  Apollo  standing  1.  holding  lyre  and  plectrum;  IMP.  X/ACT. 
7.926  grams.  Coh.  143,  RIC  328,  BMC  459,  JPM  16.  Close  to  Extreme- 
ly Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1794. 


There  was  a temple  of  Apollo  on  the  sandy  promontory  of  Actiuni. 
Antony’s  camp  was  situated  on  this  promontory  and  it  gave  its  name  to 
the  nearby  naval  battle  where  Antony  was  decisively  defeated  by  Octavi- 
an.  Ascribing  his  success  to  Apollo  of  Actium,  Octavian  enlarged  the 
temple  there  and  made  the  local  Actian  festival  a quinquennial  event. 
The  above  coin  commemorates  the  battle,  the  cult  of  Apollo  and,  quite 
likely,  the  associated  festival. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— AUGUSTUS  AND  TIBERIUS 


Lot  No.  42 


42  Aureus,  11-9  B.C.  Lugdunum.  Laureate  head  r.;  AVGVSTVS  DIVI  F.  Rv. 
Bull  butting  r.;  IMP  XII  in  ex.  7.826  grams.  Coh.  154,  RIC  338,  BMC 
471,  JPM  18.  Very  slightly  bent.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1797. 

Augustus  received  his  twelfth  acclamation  as  Imperator  for  victories 
won  by  Nero  Claudius  Drusus  in  Germany  in  11  B.C. 

TIBERIUS,  14-37  A.D. 

A RARE  AUREUS  OF  TIBERIUS  AND  DIVUS  AUGUSTUS 


Lot  No.  43 


43  Aureus.  Lugdunum.  Laureate  head  of  Tiberius  r.;  TI.  CAESAR  DIVI 
AVG.  F.  AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  Laureate  head  of  the  deified  Augustus,  star 
above;  DIVOS  AVGVST.  DIVI  F.  7.615  grams.  Coh.  3,  RIC  1,  BMC  29, 
JPM  28.  Very  Fine.  A rare  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  "Divus  Augustus”  and  "Livia”  issues  dominated  the  coinage  of 
Tiberius.  He  seems  to  have  felt  that  the  Principate  had  been  fully  devel- 
oped by  his  predecessor  and  that  his  function  was  primarily  guardian- 
ship. In  keeping  with  this  notion,  his  coinage,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
abandoned  the  commemoration  of  imperial  achievements  and  instead 
focused  on  honoring  his  mother  and  deified  stepfather.  Lots  43  and  44 
admirably  illustrate  this  theme. 


Lot  No.  44 


44  Aureus.  Lugdunum.  Laureate  head  r.;  TI.  CAESAR  DIVI  AVG. 

F. AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  Livia  as  Pax  seated  r.  holding  branch  and  scepter; 
PONTIF.  MAXIM.  7.760  grams.  Coh.  15,  RIC  3,  BMC  30,  JPM  30. 
Choice  Very  Fine. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— NERO  CLAUDIUS  DRUSUS 


NERO  CLAUDIUS  DRUSUS,  d.  9 B.C. 

A RARE  POSTHUMOUS  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  45 

45  Aureus,  41-45  A.D.  Struck  posthumously  by  Claudius.  Head  of 
Nero  Claudius  Drusus  1.  wearing  oak  wreath;  NERO  CLAV- 
DIVS  DRVSVS  GERMANICVS  IMP.  Rv.  Upright  vexillum  be- 
tween crossed  shield,  spears  and  trumpets;  DE  GERMANIS. 
7.743  grams.  Coh.  5,  RIC  (Claudius)  77,  BMC  (Claudius)  104, 
JPM  35.  A rare  coin  of  excellent  quality.  Close  to  Extremely 
Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


Nero  Claudius  Drusus  was  the  younger  brother  of  Tiberius 
and  the  father  of  the  future  emperor  Claudius.  A talented  gener- 
al and  highly  regarded  by  Augustus,  Drusus  conducted  a series 
of  successful  campaigns  in  Germany , marching  with  his  legions 
as  far  eastward  as  the  Elbe.  He  died  in  9 B.C.  as  a result  of  a 
fall  from  his  horse.  His  loss  was  particularly  mourned  by  those 
who  had  hoped  that  his  Republican  sentiments  would  somehow 
help  bring  about  a return  of  the  political  liberties  curtailed  by 
the  Augustan  Principate.  The  above  coin  commemorates  Drusus’ 
many  German  victories.  The  obverse  is  particularly  interesting 
in  that  it  shows  Drusus  wearing  a wreath,  a feature  usually 
associated  only  with  the  emperor.  In  this  case,  however,  closer 
inspection  reveals  that  the  wreath  is  not  an  imperial  laurel  one, 
but  one  of  oak  leaves,  the  corona  civica,  usually  bestowed  on  a 
soldier  who  saved  a comrade’s  life  in  battle. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— ANTONIA  AND  CALIGULA 


ANTONIA,  37  A.D. 

A VERY  RARE  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  46 


46  Aureus,  41-45  A.D.  Struck  by  Claudius.  Draped  bust  r.  wearing 
wreath  of  corn-ears;  ANTONIA  AVGVSTA.  Rv.  Two  upright, 
lighted  torches  joined  with  festoons  and  garlands;  SACERDOS 
DIVI  AVGVSTI.  7.710  grams.  Coh.  4,  RIG  (Claudius)  81,  BMC 
(Claudius)  112,  JPM  37.  Choice  Very  Fine  with  considerable 
lustre.  A lovely,  very  rare  and  important  coin.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE)  Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1823. 

Antonia  died  in  37  A.D.,  shortly  after  the  accession  of  her 
grandson,  Caligula.  That  emperor  conferred  upon  her  many 
honors,  including  the  title  "Augusta”  and  a priesthood  in  the 
cult  of  the  Deified  Augustus.  The  above  coin,  struck  by  her  son, 
Claudius,  refers  directly  to  both  these  honors. 


CALIGULA,  37-41  A.D. 


47  Aureus,  37-38  A.D.  Lugdunum.  Bare  head  r.;  C.  CAESAR  AVG. 
GERM.  P.M.  TR.  POT.  COS.  Rv.  Radiate  head  r.  of  the  deified 
Augustus  between  two  stars.  7.741  grams.  Coh.  10,  RIC  10, 
BMC  2,  JPM  39.  A minor  edge  knock.  Choice  Very  Fine.  A 
rare  and  historically  important  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  death  of  Tiberius  produced  considerable  relief  and  joy  in 
Rome.  Caligula’s  early  public  actions  served  to  intensify  the 
happiness  at  the  change  in  imperial  leadership.  Caligula  began 
his  reign  with  an  admirable  show  of  decorum.  His  dead  mother 
and  brothers  were  honored,  as  were  Antonia,  his  grandmother, 
and  his  uncle  Claudius.  Tiberius  was  given  a public  funeral 
and  legacies  were  duly  paid  from  the  estates  of  Tiberius  and 
Livia.  A cornerstone  of  his  initially  expressed  program  was  the 
return  to  Augustan  ideas  and  co-operation  with  the  Senate.  It 
was  in  the  spirit  of  this  return  that  Aurei  and  Denarii  of  Calig- 
ula showed  the  new  emperor,  modestly  bare-headed,  together 
with  the  portrait  of  the  deified  Augustus. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— CLAUDIUS 


CLAUDIUS,  41  - 54  A.D. 


THE  RARE  "PRAETORIANUS  RECEPTUS”  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  48 


48  Aureus,  44-45  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  TI.  CLAVD.  CAESAR 
AVG.  P.M.  TR.P.  IIII.  Rv.  Claudius,  togate,  standing  r.  and 
clasping  hands  with  a uniformed  Praetorian  guardsman; 
PRAETOR.  RECEPT.  7.729  grams.  Coh.  — , RIC  — , BMC  28, 
JPM  46.  Three  spade  scrapes  on  the  reverse.  Otherwise, 
Choice  Very  Fine.  An  extremely  rare  and  important  Aureus 
of  Claudius.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Caligula,  his  fourth  wife  and  daughter  were  murdered  by  a 
group  of  palace  conspirators  including  the  imperial  freedman 
Callistus,  two  Praetorian  Prefects  and  a Praetorian  Tribune.  In 
the  rampage  through  the  palace  that  followed,  a terrified  Clau- 
dius found  a hiding  place  behind  a curtain.  Discovered  and 
dragged  into  the  open  by  Praetorian  guardsmen,  Claudius  ex- 
pected to  be  murdered.  Instead,  the  Praetorians  brought  him 
back  to  their  camp,  proclaimed  him  emperor  and  forced  the  Sen- 
ate to  bestow  the  necessary  recognition.  The  coin  shows  Claudi- 
us clasping  hands  with  a guardsman,  accepting  the  fealty  of  the 
entire  Guard.  The  Praetorians  had  been  persuaded  partly  by 
Claudius  being  the  brother  of  the  beloved  Germanicus,  more 
significantly  by  the  handsome  donative  that  Claudius  offered, 
and  also  by  the  fact  that  with  no  emperor  there  was  no  need  for 
an  Imperial  Guard.  The  event  and  the  above  coin  commemorat- 
ing it  are  significant  in  that  they  are  the  first  clear  indication  of 
what  Tacitus  was  to  observe  fifty  years  later,  that  true  power  in 
the  Empire  resided  not  with  the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome,  but 
with  the  army  and  Praetorian  Guard. 


49 


Lot  No.  49 


Aureus,  46-47  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  Tl.  CLAVD.  CAESAR  AVG. 
P.M.  TR.  1^.  VI  IMP.  XI.  Rv.  Nemesis  advancing  r.  holding  caduceus 
downwards  toward  snake  gliding  r.  before;  PACI  AVGVSTAE.  7.736 
grams.  Coh.  57,  RIC  30,  BMC  39,  JPM  44.  A few  minor  spade  cuts  and 
two  short  scrapes.  Otherwise,  Nice  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1831. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— CLAUDIUS  AND  NERO 


A RARE  AUREUS  OF  CLAUDIUS  AND  AGRIPPINA  JR. 


Lot  No.  50 


50  Aureus,  50-54  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  TI.  CLAVD.  CAESAR 
AVG.  GERM.  P.M.  TRIE.  POT.  P.P.  Rv.  Draped  bust  of  Agrip- 
pina Junior  r.  wearing  crown  of  corn-ears;  AGRIPPINAE 
AVGVSTAE.  7.646  grams.  Coh.  3,  RIC  92,  BMC  72,  JPM  47. 
Natural  edge  split  and  faint  trace  of  edge  filing  at  3 o’clock. 
Otherwise,  Choice  Very  Fine  and  very  rare.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1832. 

Claudius  married  his  niece  Agrippina  in  49  A.D.  and  gave 
her  the  title  'Augusta”  one  year  later.  The  above  coin  is  particu- 
larly significant  in  that  it  is  the  first  appearance  of  an  empress 
on  coinage  during  her  own  lifetime.  The  crown  of  corn-ears  sug- 
gests Ceres,  patron  goddess  of  the  harvest  and,  by  extension, 
domestic  life.  The  image  is  wonderfully  ironic,  given  Agrip- 
pina’s ambition  and  later  activities. 


NERO,  54  - 68  A.D. 


51  As  Caesar,  51-54  A.D.  Aureus.  Rome.  Struck  under  Claudius.  Bare-head- 
ed and  draped  young  boy’s  bust  1.;  NERO  CLAVD.  CAES.  DRVSVS 
GERM.  PRINC.  IVVENT.  Rv.  Simpulum  1.  and  lituus  r.,  above;  tripod 
1.  and  patera  r.,  below;  SACERD  COOPT.  IN  OMN.  CONL. 
SVPRANVM  EX  S.C.  7.704  grams.  Coh.  311,  RIC  98,  BMC  84,  JPM 
66.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

The  above  coin  reverse  alludes  to  the  fact  that  in  51  A.D.  Nero  was 
admitted  to  four  priestly  colleges:  the  Pontifices,  the  Augures,  the  Quin- 
decemviri  Sacris  Faciundis  (keepers  of  the  Sibylline  books)  and  the 
Epulones  (who  supervised  religious  banquets).  These  colleges  were  sym- 
bolized by  the  simpulum,  lituus,  tripod  and  patera  respectively.  The 
possession  of  these  and  other  offices  clearly  marked  Nero  as  the  heir  to 
the  throne  and  is  clear  evidence  of  the  relentless  ambitions  of  Agrippina 
for  her  son  Nero. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— NERO 


A VERY  RARE  AUREUS  OF  NERO  AND  AGRIPPINA  JR. 


Lot  No.  52 


52  As  Emperor,  54-68  A.D.  Aureus,  55  A.D.  Rome.  Jugate  busts  r. 

of  Nero,  bare-headed,  and  his  mother  Agrippina  Junior;  NERO 
CLAVD.  [DIVI  F.l  CAES.  AVG.  GERM.  IMP.  TR.P.  COS.  Rv. 
Car  drawn  1.  by  four  elephants,  bearing  the  seated  figures  of 
Divus  Claudius  and  Divus  Augustus;  AGRIPP.  AVG.  DIVI 
CLAVD.  NERONIS  CAES.  MATER.  EX  S.C.  7.619  grams.  Coh. 
3,  RIC  10,  BMC  7,  JPM  50.  Natural  edge  defect  at  9 o’clock. 
Lovely  coppery  toning  with  considerable  lustre.  Choice  Very 
Fine.  A splendid  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


This  Aureus  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the  very  imperious- 
ness in  Agrippina  which  eventually  inspired  Nero  to  have  her 
murdered.  The  appearance  of  the  mother  on  a coin  obverse  with 
the  emperor  is  unprecedented.  Moreover,  the  reverse  which  com- 
memorates the  consecration  of  the  dead  Claudius  and  joins  it  to 
the  cult  of  the  Deified  Augustus  is  in  turn  linked  not  with  the 
new  emperor  but  with  Agrippina  herself,  identified  on  the  coin 

as  the  "wife  of  the  Deified  Claudius  and  mother  of  Nero  Cae- 
>> 

sar. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— NERO 


Lot  No.  53 


53  Aureus,  57-58  A.D.  Bare  head  r.;  NERO  CAESAR  AVG.  IMP.  Rv.  EX  S.C. 
in  oak-wreath;  PONTIF.  MAX.  TR.P.  IIII  P.P.  around.  7.767  grams. 
Coh.  208,  RIC  21,  BMC  15,  JPM  61.  Natural  edge  defect  at  6 o’clock. 
Light  coppery  tone.  Excellent  young  portrait.  Choice  Very  Fine.  (SEK 
COLOR  PLATE). 

Ex  Boscoreale  Find. 


Boscoreale  is  a township  on  the  slopes  of  Vesuvius  near  Pompeii.  A 
prosperous  suburb  in  early  Imperial  times,  it  was  the  site  of  several 
impressive  villas,  country  mansions,  summer  homes  and  well-to-do 
farms.  One  such  villa  alone.  La  Pisanella,  excavated  in  1895,  revealed 
over  1,000  Aurei,  ranging  from  the  issues  of  Augustus  to  those  of  Domi- 
tian  as  well  as  108  embossed  vessels.  Noe  observed  in  his  Coin  Hoards 
(ANS  NNM  1,  1920,  pp.  36f.)  that  Aurei  of  Augustus  and  Tiberius  were 
particularly  well  represented  in  this  find,  and  that  most  of  these  were 
worn  smooth  through  circulation  while  the  coins  of  the  later  emperors 
were  in  the  finest  condition.  The  entire  area  around  Boscoreale  was 
buried  by  the  eruption  of  79  A.D.,  leaving  us  with  an  excellent  idea  of 
the  coins  in  circulation  and  in  private  hoards  on  the  very  day  of  the 
disaster. 


Lot  No.  54 


54  Aureus,  64-68  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate,  mature  bust  r.;  NERO  CAESAR.  Rv. 

Nero,  radiate,  standing  front  holding  branch  and  Victory  on  globe; 
AVGVSTVS  GERMANICVS.  7.336  grams.  Coh.  44,  RIC  42,  BMC  56, 
JPM  53.  Virtually  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  branch  and  Victory  which  Nero  holds  probably  refer  to  the  settle- 
ment with  Parthia  whereby  Tiridates,  the  Parthian  nominee  to  the 
throne  of  Armenia,  admitted  a Roman  protectorate.  As  a result  of  this 
agreement,  the  doors  of  the  Temple  of  Janus  in  Rome  were  closed,  indi- 
cating peace  throughout  the  Empire.  The  above  coin  reverse  combines  a 
number  of  important  themes.  It  presents  Nero  as  the  author  of  the  Vic- 
tory which  was  actually  achieved  by  his  lieutenant  Corbulo.  It  adds  to 
the  emperor’s  name  the  ever  popular  epithet  "Germanicus.”  Finally,  it 
depicts  for  the  first  time  on  an  imperial  issue  the  figure  of  a living 
emperor  wearing  the  radiate  crown  usually  associated  with  divinity. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— NERO  AND  GALBA 


Lot  No.  55 


Lot  No.  56 


55  Aureus,  64-68  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  bust  r.;  NERO  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS. 

Rv.  Jupiter  seated  1.  on  throne  holding  thunderbolt  and  long  scepter; 
IVPPITER  CVSTOS.  7.383  grams.  Coh.  118,  RIC  45,  BMC  67,  JPM  59. 
Two  minor  spots  of  flattening  on  edge.  Extremely  Fine  and  choice. 

The  reverse  legend  IVPPITER  CVSTOS  is  significant,  referring  un- 
doubtedly to  Nero’s  escape  from  the  danger  posed  by  the  Pisonian  con- 
spiracy. After  the  conspirators  were  compelled  to  commit  suicide,  Nero 
dedicated  to  Jupiter  a dagger  that  had  been  intended  for  use  against 
himself.  The  Salus  reverse  on  the  following  Lot,  No.  56,  similarly  al- 
ludes to  Nero’s  deliverance  from  the  conspiracy. 

56  Aureus,  64-68  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  [NERO]  CAESAR 

AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  Salus  seated  1.  holding  patera;  SALVS  in  ex.  7.276 
grams.  Coh.  313,  RIC  52,  BMC  88,  JPM  68.  Natural  edge  defect  at  4 
o’clock.  Very  Fine. 


GALBA,  68  - 69  A.D. 


Lot  No.  57 


57  Aureus.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  SER.  GALBA  CAESAR 
AVG.  Rv.  Livia  standing  1.  holding  patera  and  long  scepter; 
DIVA  AVGVSTA.  7.229  grams.  Coh.  54,  RIC  3,  BMC  4,  JPM 
71.  Broad  flan.  Bold  features.  Choice  Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR 
PIATE) 

Galba,  before  he  became  emperor,  had  risen  through  the  ad- 
ministrative ranks  and  had  achieved  an  excellent  record.  He 
had  been  highly  esteemed,  not  only  by  Augustus,  but  also  by 
Caligula  and  Claudius.  Suetonius  notes  that  Galba  was  particu- 
larly indebted  to  Livia  for  assistance  early  in  his  career.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  Galba  honored  Livia,  consecrated  by 
Claudius,  on  his  own  coinage  when  he  became  emperor. 


— 36  — 


ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— VITELLIUS  AND  VESPASIAN 


VITELLIUS,  69  A.D. 


Lot  No.  58 


58  Aureus.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  A.  VITELLIVS  GERMAN.  IMP. 

TR.P.  Rv.  Concordia  seated  1.  holding  patera  and  cornucopiae; 
CONCOR  DIA  P R.  7.227  grams.  Coh.  19,  RIC  1,  BMC  6,  JPM 
72.  Broad  flan.  Bold  and  expressive  portrait.  Choice  Very  Fine. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


Vitellius’  promise  of  "concord”  was  unduly  optimistic.  His 
short-lived  reign  saw  the  defeat  of  Otho  and  his  suicide,  the 
defection  of  the  eastern  and  Danubian  legions  to  Vespasian,  the 
defeat  of  the  Vitellian  forces  at  Cremona,  the  Vitellian  attack  on 
Sabinus  in  Rome,  the  counterattack  of  Primus  and  finally,  the 
defeat  and  murder  of  Vitellius  on  December  20,  69. 


VESPASIAN,  69  - 79  A.D. 


Lot  No.  59 


59  Aureus,  69-70  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPA- 
SIANVS  AVG.  Rv.  Pax  seated  1.  holding  branch  and  winged  caduceus; 
COS.  ITER  TR.  POT.  7.413  grams.  Coh.  — , RIC  10,  BMC  23,  JPM  87. 
Faintly  visible  spade  scrape  on  chin.  Otherwise,  Extremely  Fine. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— VESPASIAN 


THE  VERY  RARE  "JUDAEA  CAPTA”  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  60 


60  Aureus,  69-70  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAESAR  VE- 
SPASIANVS  AVG.  Rv.  Judaea  seated  r.  in  mourning  before 
trophy  of  arms;  IVDAEA  in  ex.  7.316  grams.  Coh.  225,  RIC  15, 
BMC  31,  JPM  82.  Neat,  compact  style.  Choice  Very  Fine  and 
very  rare.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  victory  of  Vespasian  and  his  son  Titus  in  Judaea  present- 
ed a dominant  theme  on  the  early  Flavian  coinage.  Judaea, 
though  a relatively  poor  province,  did  occupy  a strategic  position 
behind  the  eastern  frontier  against  Parthia.  In  addition  to  this, 
however,  the  victory  was  an  extremely  useful  piece  of  propagan- 
da. It  celebrated  the  military  successes  upon  which  the  new  Fla- 
vian Principate  had  been  built,  without  drawing  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  victory  that  had  actually  secured  the  power  had 
been  against  fellow  Romans.  In  this  way  the  Triumph  of  71 
A.D.  could  be  embraced,  equally  by  the  Flavian  supporters  as 
well  as  those  who,  at  one  time,  might  have  been  counted  in  the 
camp  of  Nero  or  Galba  or  Otho  or  Vitellius. 


Lot  No.  61 


61  Aureus,  70-71  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAES.  VESP.  AVG. 

P.M.  Rv.  Victory  standing  r.  on  globe,  holding  wreath  and  palm;  VIC. 
AVG.  7.357  grams.  Coh.  583,  RIC  41,  BMC  63,  JPM  86.  Faint  coppery 
toning.  Extremely  Fine  and  choice.  (SEE  COLOR  PIRATE) 

By  the  end  of  70  A.D.  the  Empire,  which  had  been  torn  apart  by  civil 
war  and  rebellion,  was  finally  at  peace.  The  Flavians  were  firmly  in 
control,  Judaea  had  been  conquered  and  the  revolt  of  Civilis  in  Gaul 
had  been  suppressed.  In  71  A.D.  the  doors  of  the  Temple  of  Janus  were 
ceremonially  closed,  indicating  peace  throughout  the  entire  Empire,  a 
peace  brought  about  by  the  Flavian  victories  against  all  opposition . 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— VESPASIAN  AND  TITUS 


No.  62 

62  Aureus,  75-79  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPA- 
SIANVS  AVG.  Rv.  Aeternitas  standing  1.  in  front  of  low  garlanded 
altar,  holding  heads  of  Sun  and  Moon;  AETERNITAS.  7.340  grams. 
Coh.  21,  RIC  121,  BMC  271,  JPM  74.  Natural  edge  split  and  minute 
test  cut.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1846. 


Lot  No.  63 

63  Aureus,  71  A.D.  Lugdunum.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPA- 
SIANVS  AVG.  TR.  P.  Rv.  Fortuna  standing  1.,  dropping  r.  hand  to 
touch  prow  and  holding  cornucopiae;  COS.  Ill  FORT.  RED.  7.258 
grams.  Coh.-,  RIC  -,  BMC  381,  JPM  77.  Natural  edge  defect  at  12 
o’clock.  Minor  die  break  on  neck.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1850. 

Tacitus  attributed  much  of  the  Flavian  success  to  the  goddess  Fortu- 
na. This  may  have  been  a popularly  held  notion  at  the  time.  Certainly 
Fortuna  figures  prominently  on  the  coinage  of  Vespasian  and  Titus, 
appearing  as  a reverse  type  almost  every  year  between  69  and  79  A.D. 

TITUS,  79  - 81  A.D. 


A CHOICE  AUREUS  AS  CAESAR 


Lot  No.  64 


64  As  Caesar,  69-79  A.D.  Aureus,  72-73  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head 
r.,  lightly  bearded;  T.  CAES.  IMP.  VESP.  PON.  TR.  POT.  Rv. 
Victory  standing  r.  on  globe,  holding  wreath  and  palm;  VIC. 
AVG.  7.407  grams.  Coh.  352,  RIC  158,  BMC  81,  JPM  93. 
Slightly  ragged  edge  and  two  tiny  scratches  on  the  reverse. 
These  minor  flaws  do  not  detract  from  the  appeal  of  the  coin, 
which  is  Choice  Extremely  Fine,  with  exquisite  detail.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— TITUS  AND  DOMITIAN 


Lot  No.  65 


65  Aureus,  73  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  T.  CAES.  IMP.  VESP.  CENS. 

Rv.  Pax  standing  1.  holding  branch  and  winged  caduceus  over  purse 
lying  on  tripod;  PAX  AVG.  7.308  grams.  Coh.  131,  RIC  168b,  BMC 
110,  JPM  91.  Choice  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1864. 


DOMITIAN,  81  - 96  A.D. 


Lot  No.  66 


66  As  Caesar,  69-81  A.D.  Aureus,  73  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate,  lightly  bearded 
head  r.;  CAES.  AVG.  F.  DOMIT.  COS.  II.  Rv.  Domitian,  togate,  on 
horse  prancing  1.,  holding  vertical  scepter  with  human  head  at  the  end; 
no  legend.  7.229  grams.  Coh.  663,  RIC  232,  BMC  121,  JPM  106.  Sever- 
al spade  cuts  on  the  edge  and  long  scrape  on  Domitian’s  neck.  Ex- 
tremely Fine  in  point  of  wear.  An  historically  important  coin. 

Suetonius  informs  us  that  Domitian  was  not  permitted  to  ride  in  the 
triumphal  chariot  in  the  Jewish  Triumph  of  71  A.D.  celebrating  the 
capture  of  Jerusalem.  The  reason  was  simple.  Domitian  had  been 
deemed  too  young  to  participate  in  the  campaign.  He  was  allowed  to 
take  part  in  the  triumph,  however,  as  a member  of  the  new  ruling  dy- 
nasty and  heir  to  the  throne.  He  appeared  riding  a white  horse  and 
wearing  civilian  dress.  This  the  theme  of  the  above  coin,  part  of  Domi- 
tian’s first  precious  metal  issue  from  Rome. 


67 


Aureus,  74  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  CAES.  AVG.  F.  DOMIT.  COS. 
III.  Rv.  Spes  advancing  1.  holding  a flower  and  raising  skirt;  PRIN- 
CIPS  IVVENTVT.  7.235  grams.  Coh.  374,  RIC  233,  BMC  154,  JPM 
101.  Attractive  pale  orange  toning,  darker  around  the  periphery.  Natu- 
ral edge  defect  at  4 o’clock  flanked  by  two  small  edge  knocks.  Choice 
Very  Fine  and  attractive. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1870. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— DOMITIAN 


A SUPERB  AUREUS  OF  DOMITIAN  AS  CAESAR 


Lot  No.  68 


68  Aureus,  80  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  CAESAR  DIVI  F.  DOMI- 
TIANVS  COS.  VII.  Rv.  Altar  garlanded  and  lighted  with  horns 
1.  and  r.;  PRINCEPS  IVVENTVTIS.  7.377  grams.  Coh.  396, 
RIC  46,  BMC  91,  JPM  102.  F.D.C.  A splendid  coin.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 


The  garlanded  and  lit  altar  should  undoubtedly  be  considered 
part  of  the  "pulvinar”  series  of  Titus,  commemorating  the  propi- 
tiatory rites  conducted  after  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius  on  August 
23  and  24,  79  A.D. 


Lot  No.  69 


69  As  Emperor,  81-96  A.D.  Aureus,  84  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  bust  r.  with 
aegis;  IMP.  CAES.  DOMITIANVS  AVG.  GERMANIC.  Rv.  Minerva 
standing  1.  with  spear:  P.M.  TR.  POT.  Ill  IMP.  V COS.  X P.P.  7.756 
grams.  Coh.-,  RIC  46c,  BMC  * p.  308,  JPM  100.  Minor  edge  bruise. 
Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 


IMPORTANT \OriCR 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  sale,  each  successful  bidder  also 
agrees  to  pay  a buyer's  charge  of  ten  percent  (lOVt)  of  the  winning 
bid  recognized  by  the  auctioneer. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— NERVA  AND  TRAJAN 


NERVA,  96  - 98  A.D. 


Lot  No.  70 


70  Aureus,  97  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  NERVA  CAES.  AVG.  P.M. 
TR.  POT.  Rv.  Simpulum,  sprinkler,  ewer  and  lituus;  COS.  Ill  PATER 
PATRIAE.  7.568  grams.  Coh.  47,  RIC  97,  BMC  32,  JPM  108.  Slight 
cut  on  emperor’s  face  and  a few  spade  scrapes  on  the  edge.  Otherwise, 
Close  to  Extremely  Fine.  Scarce.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1874. 


The  heir  to  the  imperial  throne  was  normally  elected  into  the  four 
principal  priestly  colleges,  the  pontifices,  augures,  quindecimuiri  sacris 
faciundis,  and  septemuiri  epulones.  Aurei  and  Denarii  were  struck  for 
Nero  to  commemorate  such  an  election  (see  above,  Lot  51).  The  usual 
symbols  for  these  colleges  were  simpulum,  lituus,  tripod  and  patera.  In 
this  particular  case  the  reference  may  well  be  more  general,  symbolizing 
the  religion  of  the  Empire  and  the  emperor’s  role  in  the  proper  supervi- 
sion of  the  necessary  religious  rites. 


TRAJAN,  98-117  A.D. 


Lot  No.  71 


71  Aureus,  103-111  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.;  IMP. 
TRAIANO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  P.M.  TR.P.  COS.  V P.P.  Rv.  S.P.Q.R./ 
OPTIMO/PRINCIPI  in  oak  wreath.  7.385  grams.  Coh.  581,  RIC  150, 
BMC  253,  JPM  112.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1885. 


Late  in  103  or  early  104  A.D.,  as  a result  of  Trajan  s annexation  of 
Armenia,  the  Roman  Senate  paid  the  emperor  a great  act  of  homage, 
declaring  him  "Optimus  Princeps,”  the  best  or  perfect  Emperor.  The 
dedicatory  formula  is  featured  on  the  reverse  of  the  above  coin.  The  idea 
of  Trajan  as  the  "Optimus  Princeps”  is  a central  theme  in  Pliny’s  Pane- 
fipric.  The  title  establishes  a link  between  the  emperor  and  Jupiter  Opti- 
mus  Maximus,  a connection  strengthened  not  only  by  the  coins,  hut  also 
by  inscriptions,  sculpture  and  literary  references  from  Trajan’s  reign. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— TRAJAN  AND  HADRIAN 


THE  RARE  "REGNA  ADSIGNATA”  AUREUS  OF  TRAJAN 


72  Aureus,  114-117  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.;  IMP. 
CAES.  NER.  TRAIANO  OPTIMO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  Rv.  Trajan  seated 
1.  on  platform  with  two  attendants;  before  the  platform  stand  three 
kings;  REGNA  ADSIGNATA.  7.087  grams.  Coh.  324,  RIC  367  var., 
BMC  588,  JPM  111.  A few  edge  cuts.  Very  Fine  and  rare. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1884. 

The  reverse  clearly  alludes  to  Trajan’s  activities  in  the  East,  conquer- 
ing kingdoms  and  assigning  them  to  local  client  rulers.  It  is  possible 
that  two  of  the  kings  are  Abgar  and  Parthamaspates,  who  received 
Mesopotamia  and  Parthia  respectively.  The  third  ruler  is  sometimes 
identified  as  the  king  of  Armenia,  but  Trajan  rejected  the  claims  of 
Axidares  and  Parthamasiris,  annexing  Armenia  to  Rome.  A number  of 
other  rulers  were  granted  kingdoms,  but  their  identities  are  largely  un- 
known. It  is  quite  possible  that  the  above  coin  reverse  does  not  depict  a 
particular  occasion,  but  the  general  theme  of  Trajan  reorganizing  the 
East  and  the  bringing  it  under  the  suzerainty  of  Rome. 


HADRIAN,  117  - 138  A.D. 


Lot  No.  73  Lot  No.  74 


73  Aureus,  118  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  and  cuirassed  bust  with  drapery  on  far 
shoulder;  IMP.  CAESAR  TRAIAN.  HADRIANVS  AVG.  Rv.  Radiate 
and  draped  bust  of  Sol  r.;  P.M.  TR.  P.  COS.  11.  ORIENS.  7.288  grams. 
Coh.  1005,  RIC  43b,  BMC  75  var.,  JPM  118.  A few  very  light  digs  in 
the  fields.  An  excellent  example  of  Hadrian’s  early  portraiture.  Close 
to  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1893. 


74  Aureus,  125-128  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  bust  r.  with  drapery  on  far  shoul- 
der; HADRIANVS  AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  She-wolf  suckling  twins  r.;  COS. 
III.  7.275  grams.  Coh.  420,  RIC  192,  BMC  444,  JPM  115.  Oval  plan- 
chet.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine. 

Hadrian  initiated  a new  festival,  the  "Natalis  Urbis.”  The  She-wolf 
and  twins  reverse,  recalling  the  founding  of  the  city  of  Rome,  undoubt- 
edly alludes  to  this  festival. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— HADRIAN  TO  ANTONINUS  PIUS 


Lot  No.  75 

75  Aureus,  134-138  A.D.  Rome.  Bare-headed  and  draped  bust  r.;  [HA- 
D]RIANVS  AVG.  COS.  Ill  P.P.  Rv.  Jupiter  seated  1.  holding  Victory 
and  scepter;  lOVI  VICTORI.  7.276  grams.  Coh.  863,  RIG  251,  BMC 
660,  JPM  116.  Extremely  Fine.  A choice  and  scarce  coin. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1891. 


SABINA,  Wife  of  HADRIAN 


Lot  No.  76 


76  Aureus,  ca.  134  A.D.  Rome.  Diademed  and  draped  bust  r.  with 
hair  in  long  plait  down  back;  SABINA  AVGVSTA  HADRIANI 
AVG.  P.P.  Rv.  Concordia  seated  1.  holding  patera  and  resting 
arm  on  statuette  of  Spes;  CONCORDIA  AVG.  7.055  grams. 
Coh.  11,  RIC  398,  BMC  894,  JPM  121.  Natural  edge  defect  at 
12  o’clock  and  a trace  of  light  filing  elsewhere  on  the  edge. 
Very  Fine.  A pleasing  example  of  this  rare  coin.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


ANTONINUS  PIUS,  138  - 161  A.D. 


Lot  No.  77 


77  As  Caesar,  138  A.D.  Aureus,  138  A.D.  Rome.  Bare-headed  and  draped 
bust  r.;  IMP.  T.  AEL.  CAES.  ANTONINVS.  Rv.  Concordia  seated  1. 
holding  patera  and  resting  arm  on  statuette  of  Spes;  TRIB.  POT.  COS. 
CONCORD.  7.230  grams.  Coh.  129,  RIC  453a,  BMC  * p.  371,  JPM  125. 
Extremely  Fine. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— ANTONINUS  PIUS 


Lot  No.  78 

78  As  Emperor,  138-161  A.D.  Aureus,  140-143  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head 
r.;  ANTONINVS  AVG.  PIVS  P.P.  TR.P.  COS.  III.  Rv.  Antoninus  seated 
1.  on  platform,  Liberalitas  standing  before  him,  holding  abacus  and 
cornucopiae;  in  front,  citizen  standing  r.,  holding  out  fold  of  toga;  LI- 
BERALITAS AVG.  III.  7.415  grams.  Coh.  483,  RIC  75,  BMC  218,  JPM 
126.  Choice  Very  Fine  and  scarce. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1905. 


AUREUS  COMMEMORATING  A BRITISH  VICTORY 


Lot  No.  79 


79  Aureus,  143-144  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  ANTONINVS  AVG.  PIVS 
P.P.  TR.P.  COS.  III.  Rv.  Victory  flying  r.  holding  trophy  of  arms  in 
both  hands;  IMPERATOR  11.  7.091  grams.  Coh.  429,  RIC  108a,  BMC 
492,  JPM  129.  Flattening  on  leg  of  Victory,  otherwise  Extremely  Fine. 

The  Roman  province  of  Britain  was  threatened  when  a local  tribe,  the 
Brigantes,  broke  through  Hadrian’s  wall.  The  governor,  Lollius  Urbi- 
cus,  pushed  them  back  and,  as  a result,  the  emperor  received  his  second 
acclamation  as  "Imperator.”  To  further  strengthen  the  empire’s  defenses 
in  the  area,  the  Antonine  wall  was  built  from  Bridgeness  on  the  Forth 
to  Old  Kilpatrick  on  the  Clyde. 


Lot  No.  80 


80  Aureus,  148-149  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  ANTONINVS  AVG.  PIVS 
P.P  TR.P.  XII.  Rv.  Crossed  cornuacopiae,  each  surmounted  by  the  bust 
of  a small  child;  TEMPORVM  FELICITAS  COS.  IIII.  6.058  grams.  Coh. 
811,  RIC  185a,  BMC  67,  JPM  132.  Edge  filed  around,  accounting  for 
low  weight.  Otherwise,  Choice  Very  Fine  and  scarce. 

In  149  A.D.  twins  were  born  to  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Faustina  Ju- 
nior, a boy  and  girl  (Lucilla).  The  event  was  particularly  joyous  after 
the  premature  death  of  two  infant  sons  in  147  and  148  A.D. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— ANTONINUS  PIUS  AND  FAUSTINA  SENIOR 


A SPLENDID  AUREUS  OF  ANTONINUS  PIUS 


Lot  No.  81 


81  Aureus,  152-153  A.D.  Rome.  Bare  head  r.;  ANTONINVS  AVG. 
PIVS  P.P.  TR.P.  XVI.  Rv.  Togate  figure  of  the  Emperor  stand- 
ing 1.  holding  globe;  COS.  IIII.  7.320  grams.  Coh.  310,  RIG 
226a,  BMC  795,  JPM  128.  Natural  edge  split  at  3 o’clock. 
Lovely  surfaces  and  simply  splendid  detail.  Virtually  F.D.C. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


FAUSTINA  SENIOR,  Wife  of 
ANTONINUS  PIUS 


Lot  No.  82 


82  Posthumous  Aureus.  Rome.  Diademed  and  draped  bust  r.;  DIVA 
FAVSTINA.  Rv.  Ceres  standing  1.  holding  two  lighted  torches; 
AVGVSTA.  7.232  grams.  Coh.  75,  RIC  357a,  BMC  405,  JPM 
139.  Lovely  pale  orange  toning.  Two  tiny  spots  of  flattening  on 
the  edge.  Extremely  Fine.  A most  appealing  coin.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1914. 


Faustina  Senior  died  in  141  A. I).,  early  in  the  reign  of  her 
husband.  Soon  after  her  death,  Antoninus  Pius  consecrated  her 
and  issued  an  extensive  commemorative  coinage  in  her  honor. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— MARCUS  AURELIUS 


MARCUS  AURELIUS,  161-180  A.D. 


A CHOICE  EARLY  AUREUS 


") 


Lot  No.  83 


83  As  Caesar,  139-161  A.D.  Aureus,  148-149  A.D.  Rome.  Bare-head- 
ed and  draped  bust  1.;  AVRELIVS  CAESAR  AVG.  PII  F.  Rv. 
Fides  standing  r.  holding  two  corn-ears  and  basket  of  fruit;  TR. 
POT.  Ill  COS.  II.  7.302  grams.  Coh.  626,  RIC  445Ad,  BMC  696, 
JPM  144.  An  excellent  early  portrait  piece.  Superbly  detailed 
in  high  relief.  Choice  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

In  147  A.D.  Rome  celebrated  its  900th  year.  The  above  reverse 
with  Fides  holding  corn-ears  and  a basket  of  fruit  symbolizes 
prosperity,  but  more  specifically  plenty  and  adequate  supplies 
for  the  festivities  in  Rome.  Marcus  Aurelius,  as  a young  Consul 
with  Tribunician  Power,  may  well  have  had  some  direct  respon- 
sibility for  the  undoubtedly  complicated  logistics. 


Lot  No.  84 


84  Aureus,  158-159  A.D.  Rome.  Bare-headed,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.; 


AVRELIVS  CAES.  AVG.  PII  F.  Rv.  Virtus,  helmeted,  standing  r.,  \. 
foot  on  helmet,  holding  spear  reversed  and  parazonium;  TR.  POT.  XIII 
COS.  II.  7.250  grams.  Coh.  745,  RIC  480b,  BMC  962,  JPM  145.  Close 
to  Extremely  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1920. 


PLAN  TO  ATTEND  THIS  SALE 

OR 


PLEASE  MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— FAUSTINA  JUNIOR  AND  LUCIUS  VERUS 


FAUSTINA  JUNIOR,  Wife  of  MARCUS  AURELIUS 


Lot  No.  85 


85  Aureus,  struck  under  Antoninus  Pius.  Diademed  and  draped  bust  1.;  FAV- 
STINA  AVG.  PII  AVG.  FIL.  Rv.  Dove  walking  r.;  CONCORDIA.  7.048 
grams.  Coh.  60,  RIC  503b,  BMC  1090,  JPM  147.  A few  nicks  and 
spade  cuts  on  the  edge.  Close  to  Extremely  Fine,  with  the  obverse  in 
unusually  high  relief.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Mattingly  (BMC  IV.  p.lxxvi)  observes  that  the  reference  to  Concordia 
here  is  the  married  love  and  domestic  harmony  between  Marcus  Aure- 
lius and  his  wife  Faustina.  The  dove  is  the  symbol  of  Venus.  A good 
companion  of  the  emperor  with  a lively  temperament,  Faustina  accom- 
panied her  husband  on  his  northern  campaigns  from  170  to  1 74  and 
then  to  the  east  in  175  A.D.  She  died  there  at  the  village  of  Halala  at 
the  foot  of  the  Taurus  mountains,  mourned  by  the  emperor  and  soon 
consecrated. 


LUCIUS  VERUS,  161-169  A.D. 

A SUPERB  AUREUS 


86  Aureus,  163-164  A.D.  Rome.  Bare  head  r.;  L.  VERVS  AVG.  AR- 
MENIACVS.  Rv.  Victory  standing  r.  placing  on  a palm  tree  a 
shield  inscribed  VIC./AVG.;  TR.P.  IIII  IMP.  II  COS.  II  around. 
7.364  grams.  Coh.  248,  RIC  522,  BMC  294,  JPM  150.  Excellent 
style.  F.D.C.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  year  162  A.D.  saw  the  invasion  of  the  Parthian  general 
Osroes  into  Armenia  and  the  subsequent  penetration  and  col- 
lapse of  the  eastern  Roman  frontier.  Marcus  Aurelius  dis- 
patched Verus,  who  proceeded  in  a leisurely  fashion  to  Antioch. 
With  the  actual  campaigning  performed  by  able  lieutenants  such 
as  Statius  Priscus,  Armenia  was  recaptured  and.  made  once 
more  a dependency  of  Rome.  For  this  Verus  took  the  title  'Ar- 
meniacus.”  In  the  following  year  the  eastern  legions  rolled  back 
the  main  Parthian  army  and  took  Ctesiphon,  the  Parthian  capi- 
tal, by  siege.  Verus  received  two  salutations  as  "Imperator”  and 
the  title  "Parthicus  Maximus.” 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— LUCILLA  AND  COMMODUS 


LUCILLA,  Wife  of  LUCIUS  VERUS 


Lot  No.  87 


87  Aureus,  164-169  A.D.  Rome.  Draped  bust  r.,  hair  waved  and  knotted  low 
at  back  in  chignon;  LVCILLAE  AVG.  ANTONINI  AVG.  F.  Rv.  Venus 
standing  1.  holding  apple  and  scepter;  VENVS.  7.212  grams.  Coh.  69, 
RIG  783,  BMC  320,  JPM  151.  A rare  variety.  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1928. 


COMMODUS,  177-192  A.D. 


Lot  No.  88 


88  Aureus,  192  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  and  draped  bust  r.;  L.  AEL.  AVREL. 

COMM.  AVG.  P.  EEL.  Rv.  Liberalitas  standing  1.  holding  abacus  and 
cornucopiae;  LIB.  AVG.  VIII  P.M.  TR.P.  XVII  COS.  VII  P.P.  7.131 
grams.  Coh.  324,  RIC  239a,  BMC  311,  JPM  152.  A scarce  reverse 
type  in  gold.  Full  flan,  well  styled,  and  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1929. 

During  the  last  two  years  of  his  reign,  Commodus  became  quite  un- 
controllable and  thoroughly  deranged.  A sudden  change  of  the  Emper- 
or's name  in  191  A.D.  to  Lucius  Aelius  Aurelius  Commodus  Augustus 
Pius  Felix  appeared  on  the  coins,  inaugurating  a new  age  under  a 
"new”  ruler.  Commodus  was  now  master  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  appear- 
ing by  the  side  of  Jupiter  as  ruler  of  the  world.  When  fire  destroyed  the 
temple  of  Pax  in  Rome,  part  of  the  Palace  and  sections  of  the  city,  the 
order  went  out  to  create  a new  Rome  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  the 
"Hercules  Romanus,”  the  new  founder  of  Rome.  The  colossal  statue  that 
Nero  had  set  up  now  became  a Hercules  with  the  features  of  Commodus, 
the  cult-statue  of  the  city’s  founder.  T wo  magnificent  occasions  of  lar- 
gesse were  declared,  the  first  of  which  being  advertised  on  the  above 
coin.  Finally,  from  the  emperor’s  new  and  expanded  name  — Lucius 
Aelius  Aurelius  Commodus  Augustus  Herculeus  Romanus  Exsuperator- 
ius  Amazonius  Invictus  Felix  Pius  — were  to  be  taken  the  names  for  the 
months  of  the  year  for  all  posterity.  The  final  straw  occurred  when 
Commodus  announced  his  plans  to  appear  in  public  on  January  1st  as 
Consul  and  Gladiator.  His  "vizier,”  chamberlain  and  concubine  sub- 
orned an  athlete  called  Narcissus  to  strangle  him,  which  he  did  on  the 
night  of  the  31st  of  December,  192  A.D. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— PERTINAX  AND  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS 


PERTINAX,  193  A.D. 

A VERY  RARE  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  89 


89  Aureus.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  IMP.  CAES.  P.  HELV.  PERTIN. 
AVG.  Rv.  Providentia  standing  1.  holding  up  r.  hand  toward 
large  star;  PROVID.  DEOR.  COS.  II.  7.267  grams.  Coh.  42,  RIC 
11a,  BMC  11,  JPM  154.  A tiny  spot  of  flattening  on  the  edge. 
Otherwise,  Choice  Very  Fine.  An  excellent  example  of  this 
very  rare  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

The  legend  "Providentia  Deorum”  alludes  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  Gods  in  sending  Pertinax  to  rule  over  mankind.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate for  Pertinax  that  he  made  two  serious  tactical  errors.  His 
eagerness  for  reform  aroused  discontent  in  the  Senate.  More  se- 
riously, he  refused  to  pay  the  promised  donative  to  the  Praetori- 
an Guard.  Laetus,  the  Praetorian  Prefect,  led  the  Guard  to  mu- 
tiny and  Pertinax  was  killed,  three  months  after  he  had  been 
proclaimed  emperor  by  the  very  same  Guard. 


SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS,  193-211  A.D. 


Lot  No.  90 


90  Aureus,  194  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate  head  r.;  L.  SEPT.  SEV.  PERT.  AVG. 

IMP.  11.  Rv.  Victory  advancing  r.  holding  wreath  and  palm;  VICT. 
AVG.  TR.  P.  II  COS.  11.  7.221  grams.  Coh.  -,  RIC  28,  BMC  -,  JPM  157. 
A rare  and  choice  coin.  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


This  issue  was  struck  early  in  194  A.D.,  before  Severus  was  ac- 
claimed "Imperator”  for  the  third  time.  It  seems  probable  that  the  occa- 
sion for  this  "Victory”  reverse  was  the  defeat  of  the  army  of  Pescennius 
Niger  at  Cyzicus,  sometime  early  in  January,  194  A.D.  A second  victory 
at  Nicaea  in  early  April  may  well  have  been  the  cause  of  the  third 
acclamation. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— CARACALLA  AND  GORDIAN  III 


CARACALLA,  198  - 217  A.D. 


Lot  No.  91 

91  Aureus,  199-200  A.D.  Rome.  Young  boy’s  bust  r.,  laureate,  draped  and 
cuirassed;  ANTONINVS  AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  Sol  standing  front,  head  1., 
holding  globe  and  spear  reversed;  RECTOR  ORBIS.  7.271  grams.  Cob. 
541,  RIC  39a,  BMC  163,  JPM  159.  A small  cluster  of  spade  scrapes 
visible  on  the  reverse  at  the  edge  at  11  o’clock.  This  apart,  the  coin  is 
finely  styled  with  excellent  detail.  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


At  the  time  this  coin  was  struck,  Caracalla  was  only  eleven  or  twelve 
years  old.  It  is  curious  that  the  "Rector  Orbis”  reverse  was  not  used  by 
Septimius  except  on  two  rare  hybrid  issues.  The  legend,  borrowed  from 
Denarii  of  Didius  Julianas,  seems  more  appropriate  for  the  Emperor 
than  for  this  young  son.  This  usage,  however,  did  serve  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  Caracalla  was  the  heir  to  the  throne  and  future  leader  of  the 
world.  After  the  murder  of  two  emperors  in  193  A.D.,  the  idea  of  a 
secure  succession  must  have  appealed  to  the  citizens  of  Rome  and  the 
provinces. 


GORDIAN  III,  238-244  A.D. 

A RARE  AETERNITAS  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  92 


92  Aureus,  241-243  A.D.  Rome.  Laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust 
r.;  IMP.  GORDIANVS  PIVS  EEL.  AVG.  Rv.  Sol  standing  front, 
head  1.,  raising  r.  hand  and  holding  globe;  AETERNITATI 
AVG.  4.539  grams.  Coh.  37,  RIC  97,  Hunter  41  var.,  JPM  162. 
Two  hardly  noticeable  scrapes  and  tiny  cut  on  the  edge.  A rare 
coin  of  superior  quality.  Choice  Extremely  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 
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ROMAN  IMP.  GOLD  COINS— HERENNIA  ETRUSCILLA  & DIOCLETIAN 


HERENNIA  ETRUSCILLA,  Wife  of  TRAJAN  DECIUS 


A VERY  RARE  AUREUS 


Lot  No.  93 


93  Aureus.  Rome.  Diademed  and  draped  bust  r.;  HER.  ETRVSCILLA 
AVG.  Rv.  Pudicitia  seated  1.,  veiled,  holding  scepter  and  with 
r.  hand  drawing  veil;  PVDICITIA  AVG.  4.334  grams.  Coh.  18, 
RIG  59a,  JPM  164.  Edges  slightly  ragged  and  scattered  light 
pecking.  Extremely  Fine  in  point  of  wear  and  very  rare.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1940. 


DIOCLETIAN,  284  - 305  A.D. 


Lot  No.  94 


94  Aureus,  290-292  A.D.  Cyzicus.  Laureate  head  r.;  DIOCLETIANVS 
AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  Emperor  on  horseback  r.,  raising  r.  hand; 
COS.  mi.  5.264  grams.  Coh.  55,  RIG  288,  Hunter  57,  JPM 
168.  Minor  scrape  on  the  reverse.  Choice  Very  Fine  and  very 
rare.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

During  the  period  290-292  A.D.,  Diocletian  was  active  in  the 
East,  setting  up  a Roman  nominee,  Tiridates  III,  as  king  of 
Armenia,  asserting  Roman  supremacy  in  Mesopotamia  and  sup- 
pressing the  revolt  of  Coptos  and  Busiris  in  Egypt.  The  constant 
campaigning,  however,  made  it  clear  to  Diocletian  that  the  Em- 
pire had  become  too  large  to  be  ruled  by  one  or  even  two  men.  In 
293  A.D.  he  established  the  Tetrarchy.  Diocletian  formally  as- 
sumed control  of  the  eastern  provinces  himself,  while  Maxi- 
mianus  ruled  the  West  as  Augustus.  Diocletian  further  took  Ga- 
lerius  to  he  his  Caesar  and  assigned  Constantius  Chlorus  to 
Maximianus.  Each  Caesar  was  allocated  several  provinces  to 
govern,  thereby  providing  closer  supervision  and,  it  was  hoped, 
a faster  response  to  local  emergencies. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— MAXIMIANUS  TO  CONSTANTIUS  II 


MAXIMIANUS,  286  - 308,  310  A.D. 


Lot  No.  95 


95  Aureus,  303-304  A.D.  Ticinum.  Laureate  head  r.;  MAXIMIANVS 
AVGVSTVS.  Rv.  XX/MAXI/MIAN/I  AVG/SMT  in  wreath.  4.856  grams. 
Coh.  705,  RIG  lib,  JPM  169.  Faintest  traces  of  edge  filing.  Extremely 
Fine  and  very  rare.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1955. 

On  November  20,  303  A.D.  Diocletian  appeared  in  Rome  with  Maxi- 
mianus  to  celebrate  his  vicennalia,  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign.  Lar- 
gesse was  given  to  the  people  of  Rome  and  they  in  turn  acclaimed  the 
emperor  for  his  accomplishments.  The  imperial  mints  of  Ticinum,  Aqui- 
leia  and  Siscia,  all  under  the  control  of  Maximianus,  struck  gold  for  the 
occasion.  The  above  coin  is  an  excellent  and  very  rare  example  of  this 
issue. 

CONSTANTINE  THE  GREAT,  307  - 337  A.D. 


Lot  No.  96 

96  Solidus.  Trier.  Laureate  head  r.;  CONSTANTINVS  P.F.  AVG.  Rv.  Victory 
advancing  1.  holding  wreath  and  palm;  VICTORIA  CONSTANTINI 
AVG.  4.180  grams.  Coh.  600,  RIC  -,  JPM  171.  Holed  and  neatly 
plugged  in  the  field  r.  and  scratched.  Close  to  Very  Fine. 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1962. 


CONSTANTIUS  II,  337  - 361  A.D. 


Lot  No.  97 


97  Solidus,  355-357  A.D.  Rome.  Helmeted  and  cuirassed  bust  facing,  holding 
spear  and  shield;  FL.  IVL.  CONSTANTIVS  P.F.  AVG.  Rv.  Roma  and 
Constantinopolis  enthroned  holding  between  them  shield  inscribed 
VOT/XXX/MVLT/XXXX;  GLORIA  REIPVBLICAE  around.  4.484 
grams.  Coh.  117,  RIC  291,  JPM  173.  Faint  vestiges  of  rotated  striking. 
Extremely  Fine. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— MAGNENTIUS  TO  VALENS 


MAGNENTIUS,  350  - 353  A.D. 


Lot  No.  98 


98  Solidus,  350-351  A.D.  Trier.  Bare-headed,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.; 
IMP.  CAE.  MAGNENTIVS  AVG.  Rv.  Victory  and  Libertas  standing  on 
the  1.  and  r.  respectively,  supporting  between  them  a trophy  of  arms; 
VICTORIA  AVG.  LIB.  ROMANOR.  4.404  grams.  Coh.  46,  RIC  247, 
Hunter  10,  JPM  175.  Choice  Very  Fine  and  scarce.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE). 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1968. 


JULIAN  II,  360  - 363  A.D. 


Lot  No.  99 


99  Solidus,  361-363  A.D.  Sirmium.  Diademed,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.; 

FL.  CL.  IVLIANVS  P.P.  AVG.  Rv.  Soldier  standing  r.,  head  1.,  holding 
trophy  and  placing  r.  hand  on  head  of  kneeling  captive;  VIRTVS  EX- 
ERCITVS  ROMANORVM.  4.418  grams.  Coh.  78,  RIC  96,  JPM  176. 
Rare.  Choice  Very  Fine.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  1970. 


VALENS,  364  - 378  A.D. 


Lot  No.  100 


100  Solidus,  367-375  A.D.  Constantinople.  Rosette-diademed,  draped  and  cui- 
rassed bust  r.;  D.N.  VALENS  P.F.  AVG.  Rv.  Emperor  standing  facing, 
bead  r.,  holding  labarum  and  Victory  on  globe;  RESTITVTOR 
REIPVBLICAE.  4.444  grams.  Cob.  34,  RIC  25b,  JPM  177.  Tiny  spade 
cut  on  rim  and  scrape  in  diadem.  Very  Fine. 
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ROMAN  IMPERIAL  GOLD  COINS— SEVERUS  III 


SEVERUS  III,  461  - 465  A.D. 


A RARE  RAVENNA  SOLIDUS 


Lot  No. 


101  Solidus.  Ravenna.  Rosette-diademed,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  r.;  D.N. 

LIBIVS  SEVERVS  P.F.  AVG.  Rv.  Emperor  standing  facing,  foot  on 
serpent  with  human  head,  holding  long  cross  and  Victory  on  globe; 
VICTORIA  AVGGG,  R-V  in  fields,  COMOB  in  ex.  4.400  grams.  Coh.  8, 
Hunter  5,  JPM  183.  Typically  crudely  struck  for  this  mint  and  issue, 
but  Extremely  Fine  in  point  of  wear.  A rare  coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 

Ex  Strozzi  Collection  2008. 


END  OF  THE  J.  PIERPONT  MORGAN  COLLECTION 

THANK  YOU 


NUMISMATIC  COLLECTIONS 

A Chronological  Arrangement  of  Important  Numismatic  Collections 
from  which  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  purchased  Coins 

Bunbury 

= Sotheby,  Wilkinson  & Hodge.  Catalogue  of  the  Bunbury  Collec- 
tion of  Greek  Coins.  London.  June  15-22,  1896. 

Warren 

= Sotheby,  Wilkinson  & Hodge.  Collection  of  Greek  Coins,  Property 
of  a Well-Known  Amateur.  London.  May  2-3,  1905. 

Strozzi 

= Sangiorgi.  Collection  Strozzi.  Medailles  grecques  et  romaines 
aes  grave.  Rome.  April  15-22,  1907. 

Nervegna 

= Sangiorgi.  Collections  Martinetti  et  Nervegna.  Medailles  grec- 
ques et  romaines,  aes  grave.  Rome.  November  18,  1907. 

O’Hagan 

= Sotheby,  Wilkinson  & Hodge.  Catalogue  of  the  Important  Series 
of  Greek  Coins,  the  Property  of  H.  Osborne  O’Hagan,  Esq.  Lon- 
don. May  5-9,  1908. 

Consul 

Weber 

= Jacob  Hirsch.  Versteigerten  Sammlung  Griechischer  Munzen  des 
Herrn  Consul  Eduard  F.  Weber.  Miinchen.  Nov.  16,  1908. 

Bensen 

= Sotheby,  Wilkinson  & Hodge.  Catalogue  of  the  Valuable  Collec- 
tion of  Greek  Coins  formed  by  the  Late  Frank  Sherman  Ben- 
son, Esq.  London.  Feb.  3,  1909. 

Philipsen 

= Jacob  Hirsch.  Sammlung  Gustav  Philipsen  in  Kopenhagen.  An- 
tike  Munzen.  Miinchen.  Nov.  29,  1909. 

Hartwig 

= Santamaria.  Medailles  grecques  et  romaines,  aes  grave  appar- 
tenant  au  Dr.  Paul  Hartwig.  Rome.  March  7,  1910. 
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